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Presumed  guilty 

Kimberly  Bergalis,  Marc  Christian,  Veronica  Prego: 

How  the  mainstream  media  constructs  ‘innocent’  victims 


By  Michael  Bronski 


physically  suspect)  who  were  guilty  of 
spreading  it  to  the  “general  population.”  The 
polio  scares  of  the  1950s  differed,  becoming 
disease  of  the  innocent.  (FDR,  after  all, 
suffered  from  it,  as  did  many  children.) 

But  it  was  probably  the  advent  of  “AIDS 
babies,”  in  the  early  ’80s,  which  first  stirred 
the  popular  image  of  the  truly  “innocent 
victim”  of  a  disease.  They  lost  both  their 
“innocence”  and  their  media  cache,  however, 
when  most  of  these  children  turned  out  to 
live  in  the  inner  city,  the  product  of  drug- 
using  mothers.  The  search  for  the  perfect 
“innocent”  victim  became,  in  time,  a  media 
obsession. 

The  cult  of  the  innocent  AIDS  victim 
exists  to  promote  the  idea  that  AIDS  is,  in 
some  profound  sense,  a  moral  fault  and  that 
the  “general  population”  (as  the  mainstream 
press  is  fond  of  saying)  is  safe — not  only 
from  disease,  but  also  from  moral  wrong 
doing,  and,  therefore,  from  any  responsibility 
to  care  for  people  with  AIDS.  White  middle 
class  hemophiliacs  were  good  choices,  and 
for  a  long  time  Ryan  White,  the  young 
midwestem  victim  of  a  hemophilia  blood 
transfusion  was  the  perfect  choice.  (Hell,  not 
only  did  he  look  white,  he  was  white.)  But  in 
our  culture  which  promotes  a  judgmental, 
muscular  Christianity  over  a  more  redemptive 
version,  moral  wrong-doing  must  be 
denounced  and  punished.  That  is  why  although 
the  press  never  turned  on  him,  Ryan  White 
gradually  was  abandoned  as  the  media’s 
posterboy  because  he  never  attacked  the  “guilty 
victims.”  That  is  also  why  Kimberly  Bergalis’ 
moral  outrage  is  enormously  appealing  and 
persuasive  to  so  many  people. 

Bergalis  first  became  a  media  sensation  in' 
late  January  1991  when  she  was  publicly 
identified  as  one  of  five  HIV-positive  clients  of 
a  Florida  dentist  who  had  recently  died  of 
AIDS.  Although  it  is  unclear  how  the 
transmission  occurred — the  most  recent  theory 
from  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDC)  is 
that  the  virus  was  passed  via  non-sterile 
surgical  equipment,  and  not  from  doctor  to 
patient — Bergalis,  who  is  white,  23  years  old, 
middle  class  and  not  overtly  sexual,  has 
become  the  medias  darling,  the  truly  ’’innocent 
victim.” 

What  Bergalis  had  that  White  was  sorely 
missing  is  an  acute  sense  of  rage.  Upon  being 
awarded  the  one  million  from  her  dentist’s 
insurance  company,  she  declared  war.  “It’s  not 
going  to  buy  me  a  cure.”  “Who  do  I  blame?” 
she  wrote  in  a  letter  to  Florida  state  officials. 
“Do  I  blame  myself?  I  sure  don’t  I  never  used 
IV  drugs,  never  slept  with  anyone,  never  had  a 
blood  transfusion.  I  blame  Dr.  Acer  [her 
dentist]  and  every  one  of  you  bastards.  Anyone 
who  knew  Dr.  Acer  was  infected  and  had  full 
blown  AIDS  and  stood  by  not  doing  a  damn 
thing  about  it.  You  are  all  just  as  guilty  as  he 
was.” 

Within  two  weeks  after  their  coverage  of 
Bergalis’  battle,  many  newspapers 
wholeheartedly  adapted  Bergalis’  innocent  vs. 
guilty  standards,  carrying  tacitly  homophobic 
stories  that  differentiated  Bergalis  from  the 
guilty  victims.  As  if  striving  for  sainthood 
Bergalis  insists  on  seeing  herself  as  the 
ultimate  “innocent  victim.” 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  midst  of 
the  Bergalis  publicity  the  case  of  Belinda 
Mason  was  all  but  lost  in  the  news.  Mason,  a 
young  mother  who  had  contracted  AIDS 
through  a  transfusion  and  served  on  the 
Presidential  AIDS  Commission,  explicitly 
called  for  no  mandatory  testing,  the  lifting  of 
all  bans  of  HIV  positive  immigrants,  and 
refused  to  make  any  distinction  between 
“innocent”  and  "guilty”  victims. 

But,  in  contrast  to  the  simplicity  of  the  guilty 
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HOLLYWOOD— By  the  time  the 
information  was  released  it  seemed  to  be  a 
minor  footnote  to  an  already  forgotten  news 
story.  On  August  29  the  Los  Angeles  Tunes 
reported  that  a  settlement  had  been  reached 
on  the  $5.5  million  suit  awarded  several 
years  ago  to  Marc  Christian  against  the 
estate  of  his  ex-lover  film  star  Rock  Hudson. 
Christian  claimed  that  Hudson,  who  died  in 
1985,  caused  Christian  emotional  stress  by 
concealing  the  fact  of  Hudson’s  AIDS 
diagnosis.  Throughout  the  four-year  suit, 
Christian  has  consistently  tested  negatively 
for  the  HIV  virus.  Both  sides  have  refused  to 
divulge  the  amount  of  the  settlement. 
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Weird 


An  interview  with  Jennifer  Terry 

Kathryn  E.  Diaz:  What  Is  the  difference  between  good  and 
bad  science? 

Jennifer  Terry:  Of  course,  I  am  not  a  scientist  but  a 
historian  who  tries  to  look  at  how  science  has  been 
conceptualized  and  applied  historically  in  order  to  chart  the 
changing  ways  it  has  thought  about  sex  and  sexuality.  I  see 
there  is  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  some  historians  to  look 
back  at  certain  scientific  endeavors  and  name  them  as  bad 
because  of  their  cultural  application  or  influence. 

For  example,  Nazi  eugenics  is  named  as  bad  science 
retrospectively  because  it  was  morally  wrong,  but  In  terms 
of  the  conventions  of  medical  science  in  the  mid-20th 
century  in  Europe  and  the  United  States,  racial  hygiene  of 
the  sort  Nazi  doctors  were  espousing  in  many  ways 
followed  standard  scientific  practices  and  theories  of  the 
time.  In  other  words.  In  the  1930s  racial  hygiene  was  not 
regarded  as  scientific  fraud  nor  was  It  assumed  to  be  based 
on  falsified  data — those  things  considered  “bad  science”  in 
terms  of  how  scientists  police  their  own  practices. 

Continued  on  page  7 


Nm  Analysis 


While  Christian’s  original  1987  suit  was 
considered  highly  newsworthy  and 
controversial  at  the  time,  the  events  of  the 
past  four  years — especially  the  1990  trial  in 
which  Veronica  Prego,  a  Manhattan  doctor 
sued  the  hospital  in  which  she  worked 
claiming  that  their  negligence  caused  her  to 
contract  the  HIV  virus,  and  the  recent  media 
attention  surrounding  Kimberly  Bergalis,  a 
woman  who  allegedly  became  infected 
through  dental  work  and  received  a  one 
million  dollar  insurance  settlement — have 
placed  it  in  another  perspective.  And 
although  all  of  the  monetary  awards  were 
technically  different — suing  for  emotional 
stress  as  opposed  to  a  malpractice  suit — at 
their  core  each  of  these  cases  are  really  about 
society  judging  and  constantly  re¬ 
establishing,  with  the  pernicious  help  of  the 
print  and  electronic  media,  the  deeply 
imbedded  dichotomy  between  the  “guilty” 
and  “innocent”  victim. 

AIDS  is  probably  the  only  disease  which 
has  managed  to  spawn  simultaneous  “guilty” 
and  “innocent”  associations  in  the  popular 
imagination.  At  first — when  it  was  called 
GRID  (Gay  Related  Immune 
Deficiency)- — only  sexually  active  gay  men 
were  being  diagnosed,  so  everyone  was 
guilty.  The  later  addition  of  injection  (IV) 
drug  users  did  not  require  any  changes  of 
popular  perception:  shooting  drugs  in  the 
arm  was  as  bad  as  taking  it  up  the  ass.  The 
quick  addition  (and  then  removal)  of 
Haitians  from  official  listing  of  high  risk 
groups  was  accompanied  with  “factual”  data 
of  their  immoral  proclivities:  from 
prostitution  with  U.S.  gay  men,  to  massive 
uncleanliness,  to  exotic  and  dangerous 
voodoo  rites.  As  women  diagnosed  they 
were  generally  labelled  injection  drug  users, 
prositutes,  or  guilty  of  having  made  bade 
marriages  to  bisexual  or  drug  using  men. 

The  association  of  moral  guilt  to  physical 
disease  is  certainly  not  a  new  one.  Venereal 
disease,  of  course,  like  syphilis  and 
gonorrhea,  have  always  bear  associated  with 
“guilty  victims.”  When  the  great  plagues 
ravaged  Europe  during  the  middle  ages  they 
were  seen  as  divine  punishment.  There  were 
no  “innocent  victims”  because  strict 
Christian  theology  taught  that  all  humankind, 
by  nature  of  their  incarnate  state,  was  guilty. 

Later,  during  more  “enlightened”  times, 
TB  was  seen  as  a  sing  of  sensitivity  and 
artistic  temperament,  but  in  the  United 
States,  was  perceived  as  a  disease  of  the 
poor.  Those  who  suffered  from  it  were 
generally  seen  as  being  responsible  for  their 
illness,  as  well  as  their  state  in  life. 

Typhoid,  in  the  late  nineteenth  and  early 
twentieth  century,  was  also  seen  as  a  disease 
of  “dirty”  immigrants  (morally  as  well  as 


Quote  of  the  Week 

“It  gets  all  mixed  up  in  this  sexual 
harassment  crap.” 

Sen.  Alan  K.  Simpson  (R-Wyo.)  during  the 
confirmation  hearings  of  Judge  Clarence 
Thomas. 


Labor  activists 
protest  deaths 

BOSTON — The  death  of  25  workers  in  a 
poultry  processing  plant  fire  in  Hamlet,  N.C., 
was  the  focus  of  a  labor  rally  held  Oct.  3  in 
Boston,  featuring  Joan  Sharpe,  a  member  of 
the  North  Carolina-based  Black  Workers  for 
Justice,  pictured  here.  Labor  activists 
demanded  passage  of  federal  legislation 
strengthening  occupational  safety 
requirements  and  called  for  workers 
throughout  the  country  to  agitate  on  behalf 
of  Southern  workers,  many  of  whom  are 
non-union  and  work  in  hazardous 
environments. 

The  workers  at  Imperial  Foods  Products 
were  unable  to  escape  the  Sept.  3  fire 
because  of  doors  locked  or  blocked  by 
trucks.  Another  factory,  in  Lynn,  Mass.,  was 
shut  down  by  the  fire  department  for  similar 
conditions,  according  to  the  Massachusetts 
Coalition  for  Occupational  Health  and  Safety 
(MassCOSH.) 

Visiting  the  Imperial  Foods  plant 
following  the  fire  “was  really  saddening,” 
Sharpe  said.  “The  conditions  I  saw  ... 
showed  that  those  workers  were  doomed  to 
die.”  Most  of  the  25  workers  who  died  were 
African  American,  and  18  were  women. 
Fifty-five  workers  were  injured. 

The  most  important  aspect  of  the 
Comprehensive  Occupational  Safety  and 
Health  Act,  introduced  in  Congress  before 
the  Imperial  Foods  Fire,  is  that  it  enhances 
workers’  rights  to  refuse  to  work  in 
hazardous  environments,  according  to  Nancy 
Less  in  of  MassCOSH. 

—Dawn  Schmitz 

Columbus  Day 
parades  disrupted 

DENVER,  Colo. — Four  Native  American 
activists  were  arrested  when  they  disrupted  a 
Columbus  Day  parade  Oct.  12  in  an  effort  to 
call  attention  to  “the  enormity  of  the  problem 
of  Columbus  Day,”  according  to  Glenn 
Morris  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  of 
Colorado  (AIM). 

After  a  rally  of  an  estimated  800  people  on 
the  Capitol  steps,  100  people  entered  the 
parade  and  halted  it  for  45  minutes.  “It’s  now 
time  ...  to  force  people  to  confront  the  issues 
around  Columbus,”  Morris  told  GCN. 
“People  are  hurt  by  this  and  we  are  those 
people.” 

Activists  held  celebrations  of  Native 
American  culture  and  disrupted  Columbus 
Day  celebrations  around  the  country  Oct.  12 
and  13,  gearing  up  for  next  year’s 
government-sponsored  quincentennial 
commemorations  of  Christopher  Columbus’ 
“discovery  of  America.” 

Many  activists  told  GCN  they  hope  to 
increase  awareness  and  appreciation  of 
Native  American  culture  and  history,  while 
pointing  out  that  Columbus  is  no  hero  to 
Native  Americans,  who  suffered  slavery, 
death  and  cultural  genocide  due  to  the 
European  invasion  of  the  continent  Parades 
were  disrupted  in,  among  other  places,  San 
Francisco  and  Boston.  In  Chicago,  Native 
Americans  marched  in  the  parade  dressed  in 
black,  in  mourning  for  their  ancestors. 

— Dawn  Schmitz 

Canada  okays 
les/gay  soldiers 

OTTAWA  ,  Ontario  —  Gay  men  and 
lesbians  will  no  longer  be  barred  from 
serving  in  the  Canadian  military,  top 
Canadian  military  officials  announced  Oct. 
10. 

According  to  the  Washington  Blade ,  the 
Canadian  Armed  Forces  stopped  discharging 
gay  and  lesbian  soldiers  approximately  two 
years  ago.  The  recent  announcement  ends 
the  military  policy  of  refusing  to 
“knowingly”  enlist  or  retain  lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

“The  Canadian  Armed  Forces  of  today 
believe  an  individual’s  sexual  orientation  is 
irrelevant  to  whether  or  not  that  individual 
can  perform  his  or  her  job,”  said  General 
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A.J.G.D.  de  Chastelain,  Chief  of  the  Defense 
Staff  in  a  press  release. 

“This  is  a  positive  sign  to  those  who  are 
working  to  rescind  the  U.S.  policy  by  further 
isolating  the  Pentagon  on  this  issue,”  Tim 
Drake  of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force’s  Military  Freedom  Initiative  told 
GCN.  “Few  of  our  NATO  allies  ban  gay  men 
and  lesbians  from  service.” 

U.S.  Department  of  Defense  spokesperson 
Lt.  Col.  Doug  Hart  said  it  is  “much  too 
early”  to  tell  what  impact,  if  any,  Canada’s 
action  will  have  on  U.S.  policy. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

High  Court  refuses 
gay  group’s  case 

WASHINGTON— The  Supreme  Court 
refused  Oct.  7  to  hear  an  appeal  by  a  gay 
rights  group  that  had  to  pay  to  parade  down 
streets  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  According  to  the 
New  Voice,  only  Justice  Byron  R.  White 
voted  to  hear  the  case  that  alleges  the  city’s 
parade  fees  violate  a  constitutional  guarantee 
of  free  speech. 

Last  May,  the  sixth  U.S.  District  Court  of 
Appeals  ruled  that  such  fees  do  not  violate 
the  right  to  free  speech,  as  long  as  they  are 
designed  to  defray  administrative  costs  and 
the  expense  of  maintaining  public  order. 

The  appeals  court  also  dismissed 
arguments  by  Stonewall  Union,  an  Ohio  gay 
and  lesbian  civil  rights  group,  that  Columbus 
police  had  too  much  leeway  in  assigning 
parade  fees.  According  to  Craig  Covey, 
director  of  the  Stonewall  Union,  police 
charged  the  gay  rights  group  a  higher  fee 
because  they  thought  its  members  might 
spark  violence  and  require  extra  protection. 
Covey  charges  that  city  fees  infringe  on 
rights  to  free  expression  and  are  applied  in  a 
discriminatory  maimer. 

The  city  of  Columbus  collects  a  flat  $85 
fee  for  parade  permits  plus  a  variable  fee 
intended  to  cover  police  traffic  control 
during  the  parade.  Last  year,  the  Stonewall 
Union  was  charged  $1,202  for  police 
services. 

Evan  Wolfson  of  the  Lambda  Legal 
Defense  and  Educational  Fund  called  the 
decision  “another  blow  against  free  speech 
rights  by  the  Reagan-Bush  court.”  He  added, 
“Obviously  gay  groups  are  most  vulnerable 
to  the  manipulation  of  such  fees.” 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Anonymous  testing 
upheld 

DURHAM,  N.C. — Battling  to  restore 
anonymous  HIV  testing  in  all  100  North 
Carolina  county  health  departments,  ACT 
UP  Triangle  (Durham,  Raleigh  and  Chapel 
Hill)  scored  an  important  victory  Sept.  9, 
when  a  Durham  superior  court  judge  ruled 
that  the  state  must  continue  to  offer 
anonymous  HIV  testing  in  Durham  County 
while  a  lawsuit  on  the  issue  is  being 
resolved. 

According  to  the  Front  Page,  Judge 
Orlando  F.  Hudson  issued  a  preliminary 
injunction — at  ACT  UP’s  request — forcing 
the  state  to  continue  anonymous  testing  in 
Durham.  ACT  UP  is  in  the  process  of 
challenging  a  Sept.  1  move  by  the  North 
Carolina  Commission  on  Health  Services  to 
reduce  the  number  of  anonymous  test  sites 
from  100  to  17.  If  the  Commission  wins  the 
case,  Durham  and  the  82  other  counties 
would  provide  only  “confidential”  HIV 
testing.  “Confidential”  testing,  as  opposed  to 
“anonymous,”  requires  people  who  get 
tested  to  give  their  names;  the  names  of 
those  who  test  HIV  positive  would  also  be 
provided  to  the  state. 

Stewart  Fisher,  an  attorney  representing 
ACT  UP  in  the  lawsuit,  argues  that  randomly 
selecting  17  counties  where  anonymous 
testing  could  continue  is  “flatly 
unconstitutional.” 

In  addition  to  the  complaint  filed  in 
Durham  County,  ACT  UP  Triangle  has  filed 
a  complaint  with  the  North  Carolina  Office 
of  Administrative  Hearings,  seeking  a 
similar  restraining  order  to  restore 
anonymous  testing  in  the  82  other  counties. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Fundraiser  stresses 
inclusion 

BOSTON — The  annual  fundraising  dinner 
of  the  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund 
(HRCF)  will  “take  the  local  Campaign  Fund 
committee  further  than  it’s  ever  gone  before” 
in  coalition  building,  according  to  the 
dinner’s  co-chair  Liz  Page.  “This  is  the  year 
that  we  really  want  women  there  and  people 
of  color,”  Page  said. 

HRCF  is  offering  subsidized  tickets  to 
nonprofit  organizations  and  working  income 
community  activists.  Regular  tickets  are 
$150.  The  dinner,  held  Oct.  26-  honors  Dr. 
Susan  Love,  a  leading  physician  in  breast 
cancer.  For  information,  call  (617)983-0464 

-Carrie  Wofford 

BAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Activists  occupy  HUD  offices  Oct.  10,  protesting  PWA  housing  cuts 


ACT  UP  takes  on 
HUD 

BOSTON — Todd  Summers,  director  of 
the  Boston  AIDS  Housing  Corp,  and 
members  of  ACT  UP,  pictured  here, 
confronted  police  when  they  occupied  the 
regional  offices  of  the  federal  Housing  and 
Urban  Development  (HUD)  for  45  minutes 
on  Oct.  10.  The  activists,  who  were 
protesting  the  halt  of  HUD  funding  to  local 
AIDS  housing  projects,  were  grained  a 
meeting  later  in  the  afternoon  with  regional 
HUD  chief  John  Mastropietro.  (See  GCN, 
Vol.  19,  No.  11) 

According  to  Summers,  however,  HUD’s 
position  did  not  change  significantly  since 
last  month  when  it  issued  an  1  lth-hour  ruling 
that  money  intended  for  52  units  of  local 
PWA  housing  would  be  halted  on  the 
grounds  that  the  housing  discriminates 
against  people  with  disabilities  other  than 
HIV  disease.  HUD  ruled  that  the  housing 
contracts  must  be  offered  again  to  all 
disabled  populations,  a  process  that  would 
stall  the  housing  for  several  months  and 
could  eliminate  AIDS  housing  altogether. 

In  a  direct  contradiction  of  HUD’s 
findings,  the  Massachusetts  Commission 
Against  Discrimination,  a  state  agency  acting 
at  the  request  of  HUD,  issued  a  ruling  stating 
that  AIDS-specific  housing  does  not  violate 
the  law  HUD  cited.  In  addition,  letters  from 
legal  and  AIDS  advocacy  groups  as  well  as 
from  Massachusetts  Gov.  William  Weld  were 
delivered  to  Mastropietro  Oct.  11,  urging 
him  to  restore  the  funding. 

Mastropietro  had  not  issued  a  decision 
Oct.  15  as  he  had  promised  in  his  meeting 
with  ACT  UP,  and  housing  advocates  staged 
a  demonstration  Oct.  17.  Housing 
coordinators  have  lost  track  of  several 
women,  scheduled  to  move  into  housing 
designed  for  families  affected  by  HIV,  who 
disappeared  shortly  after  the  funding  was 
halted.  Summers  said. 

— Dawn  Schmitz 


Protests  at  Cracker 
Barrel 


BELLEVILLE,  Mich.— On  Sept.  30 
demonstrators  protested  the  opening  day  of  a 
Cracker  Barrel  restaurant,  the  first  restaurant 
in  Michigan.  Cracker  Barrel  fired  at  least  12 
workers  throughout  their  national  110 
restaurant  chain  for  being  gay.  The 
protesters — numbering  200 — are  a  coalition 
of  20-30  civil  rights,  gay  rights,  feminist, 
union  and  other  human  rights  groups 
opposing  Cracker  Barrels’  employment  and 
discrimination  policies. 

— Bob  McKeown 

Fed  slam  gay  vets 

WASHINGTON-Gay,  Lesbian,  and 
Bisexual  Veterans  of  American  (GLBVA) 
marched  35  miles  from  Ft.  Meade  to 
Washington,  D.C.  on  Columbus  Day 
weekend,  but  got  a  White  House  gate 
slammed  shut  on  them  when  they  tried  to 
petition  Pres.  George  Bush  for  fair  treatment 
Lesbian  veteran  activist  and  GLBVA 
founder  Miriam  Ben-Shalom  was  outraged  at 
the  “profoundly  and  shockingly  rude” 


treatment  by  White  House  guards.  "A  gate 
was  literally  slammed  in  our  face,”  she  said. 

GLBVA’s  goal  is  repeal  of  Department  of 
Defense  Directive  1332.14,  which  bans 
homosexuals  from  the  military.  Dfense 
Secretary  Dick  Cheney  called  the  policy  an 
“old  chestnut”  when  The  Advocate  outed  his 
aide  Pete  Williams,  but  on  Oct.  15  defended 
the  ban,  saying  “I  think  the  current  policy, 
difficult  as  it  is,  is  about  right  and  can  be 
justified.”  Tim  Drake,  director  of  the 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(NGLTF)  Military  Freedom  Initiative,  called 
Cheney’s  policy  “basically  un-American.” 

Ben-Shalom  said,  “There’s  a  Persian  Gulf 
vet  here  and  a  guy  with  a  steel  plate  in  his 
head  who  did  three  tours  in  ’Nam.  It’s  not  as 
if  we’re  reactionaries.  We  carried  our 
country’s  flag  with  us.  We  wore  our 
uniforms.” 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  refused  to  hear 
Ben-Shalom ’s  re-enlistment  challenge  in 
March  1990.  The  17-year  activist  currently  is 
fighting  a  case  against  the  Wisconsin 
National  Guard  because  it  refused  to  send 
her  to  Saudi  Arabia  during  the  Iraq  War. 

Drake  praised  participants,  who  numbered 
about  40,  because  “veterans  are  by  their  very 
nature  reluctant  to  demonstrate.”  He  noted 
other  demonstrations  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  and 
San  Diego. 

— John  Zeh 

FOR  THE  ACTIVIST 
IN  YOU 

National 

•Fifth  annual  Lesbian  and  Gay  Studies 
Conference,  Nov.  1-3,  Rutgers  U.,  New 
Brunswick,  N.J.  Keynotes  Cherrie  Moraga, 
Samuel  Delany.  Featuring:  Essex  Hemphill, 
Jewelle  Gomez,  Valerie  Miner,  Ana  Maria 
Simo,  Sarah  Schulman,  Holly  Hughes, 
Cindy  Patton,  Alan  Bray,  Martin  Duberman, 
etc.  Topics:  media,  publishing,  queerzines, 
Latin  American  homosexualities,  lesbian 
organizing,  cross-identities,  James  Baldwin, 
camp  politics.  Child  care,  PWA  support 
avail.  Registration  $15,  Nov.  1,  noon.  Info: 
Beryle  Chandler:  (908)  932-8678;  fax-  8683. 

•Fourth  annual  activist  conference, 
Creating  Change,  Nov.  9-10  Washington, 
D.C.  Serious  organizing  and  networking. 
Special  day-long  institutes  Nov.  7  for  student 
activists,  Nov.  8  for  multi-cultural 
organizing,  Nov.  8  for  people  of  color.  Many 
national  and  local  activists,  workshops.  Also 
S/M  Leather  Contingent  of  1993  March  on 
Washington,  first  national  meeting,  Nov.  9; 
Anti-violence  roundtable  Nov.  12,  and 
Stonewall  25  planning  meeting  Nov.  12. 
Info:  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(202)332-6-183. 

Local 

•Michael  Cronin’s  campaign  party  Sat. 
night,  Oct.  19  at  327  Summer  St.  3rd  FI.,  by 
South  Station.  Cronin  campaign  visibility 
Wed.  Oct.  23  4-6:30  p.m.  Columbus  and 
Mass.  Ave  intersection.  Info:  536-0012. 

•Sun.  Oct.  20  Boston  Jewish  Women  to 
End  the  Occupation  visibility  11  aun.-l  p.m. 
Coolidge  Comer,  Brookline. 

•Zap  Sen.  John  Kerry’s  Central  America 
speech,  Mon.  Oct.  21,  7  p.m.  Brandeis  U., 
Schwartz  Aud.  Kerry  voted  for  military  aid 
to  El  Salvador,  immigration  restrictions  on 
people  with  HIV,  and  the  jailing  of  HIV 
infected  health  workers  who  do  not  inform 
patients.  Info:  Andy  Cohen  547-9642  or  736- 
4566 

•Rally  for  breast  cancer,  “Stop  the 
Epidemic”  Sun.  Oct.  27,  noon,  Boston 
Common.  Info:  FCHC  267-0900. 

•World  AIDS  Day  demonstration  in  favor 
of  needle  exchange.  Tues.  Oct.  29,  6  p.m., 
YWCA  7 lit  Floor.  Info:  49ACTUP. 

Got  activist  news ?  Call  426-4469;  fax 
426-2723. 

—Carrie  Wofford 
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Welfare  slashed 

Mass.Gov.  cuts  10,000  people  from  General  Relief;  People 
with  AIDS  and  disabilities  at  risk  of  poverty 


Mila  Aguilar  receives  the  Freedom-to-Write  Award  Sept.  29 


Celebrating  freedom 

Filipina  poet  and  former  political  prisoner  Mila  Aguilar  makes 
first  trip  to  U.S.,  is  honored  with  Freedom  to  Write  Award 


By  Dawn  Schmitz 

BOSTON — The  welfare  program  serving 
many  of  the  state’s  neediest  citizens  was 
dramatically  slashed  when  Massachusetts. 
Gov.  William  Weld  signed  into  law  Oct  10  a 
program  that  will  eliminate  General  Relief, 
substituting  a  new  program  that  caps 
spending  and  restricts  benefits  and  eligibility 
requirements. 

According  to  the  state  Department  of 
Public  Welfare  (DPW),  an  estimated  10,000 
people  who  have  received  General  Relief 
will  be  dropped  under  the  new  program  titled 
Emergency  Aid  to  the  Elderly,  Disabled  and 
Children.  Welfare  advocates  say  the  figure 
could  reach  14,000.  Although  the  $27 
million  that  has  been  cut  from  the  program  is 
about  half  of  the  amount  Weld  had  sought, 
the  elimination  of  General  Relief  is 
considered  a  victory  for  the  Republican 
governor,  who  had  been  locked  in  battle  with 
Democratic  legislators  over  the  issue. 

The  cuts  in  aids  will  have  “very  serious 
impacts”  on  people  with  AIDS  and  HIV,  said 
Robert  Greenwald  of  AIDS  ACTION 
Committee  (AAC),  since  the  new  program 
will  entirely  eliminate  at  least  three  groups 
of  people  whose  needs  have  been 
documented  by  AAC:  undocumented 
residents,  injection  drug  users  and  recently 
released  prisoners.  The  latter  group  often 
suffers,  according  to  Greenwald,  from  the 
lack  of  AIDS  education  and  condom 
distribution  in  prisons.  He  estimated  that 
more  than  250  of  AAC’s  clients  will  be  at 
risk  due  to  the  elimination  of  General  Relief. 

Many  people  with  AIDS  and  HIV 
disease — who  cannot  work  but  do  not  meet 
the  new  program’s  stricter  standards  for 
disability  and  who  do  not  meet  the  federal 
government’s  restrictive  definition  of  AIDS 
used  to  determine  eligibility  for  federal 
benefits — will  become  unable  to  pay  for 
expensive  medication  or  living  expenses, 
according  to  Greenwald.  Women  with  HIV, 
for  instance,  who  suffer  from  disabling 
opportunistic  gynecological  infections  that 
are  not  recognized  by  the  federal  government 
as  AIDS-related,  may  now  be  cut  off  from 
state  aid  as  well. 

AIDS  and  welfare  advocates  have  decried 
Weld  for  attempting  to  balance  the  state 
budget  by  slashing  social  programs,  rather 
than  following  the  course  of  many  other 
states  that  have  dealt  with  declining  federal 
aid  by  combining  such  cuts  with  tax 
increases.  Among  the  other  programs 
affected  by  Weld’s  cuts  are  Medicaid,  rental 
subsidies,  heating  and  utility  allowances,  a 
clothing  allowance  for  families  receiving 
Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent  Children 


By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

ALBANY,  N.Y. — Rejecting  highly 
criticized  federal  guidelines,  Gov.  Mario 
Cuomo  and  the  New  York  State  Department 
of  Health  reccomended  Oct.  8  that  HIV¬ 
positive  health  care  workers  be  allowed  to 
work  without  restriction  or  notification  of 
their  patients.  The  policy  proposal 
emphasizes  that  universal  precautions  is  the 
only  effective  way  to  prevent  HIV 
transmission. 

New  York’s  recomendations  are  the  first 
since  Congress  voted  to  require  states  to 
enact  guidelines  for  HIV-positive  health  care 
workers,  (see  GCN,  Vol.  19,  No.  13). 
Coming  from  the  state  with  the  largest 
number  of  diagnosed  AIDS  cases — 40,123 
as  of  Sept.  1 — some  activists  hope  that  New 
York’s  position  will  persuade  other  states 
and  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDC) 
to  issue  guidelines  that  1)  don't  penalize 
health  care  workers,  and  2)  stress  education 
over  testing  as  a  means  of  preventing  HIV 
transmission.  Under  the  federal  legislation, 
states  must  adopt  the  CDC's  or  “equivalent” 
guidelines,  or  face  losing  their  federal 
funding. 

“We  think  that  it  is  great  that  the  state  is 
taking  a  stand  on  this  and  not  bending  to  the 
CDC  guidelines,”  David  Eng  of  New  York’s 
Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis  (GMHC)  told 
GCN.  “These  are  based  on  sound  public 
health  policy — now  we  need  other  states  to 
make  similar  statements. 

Dr.  Neal  Rzepkowski,  a  former  emergency 
room  physician  at  Brooks  Memorial  Hospital 
in  Dunkirk,  N.Y.,  lauded  the  new  guidleines 
as  “smart — not  tainted  with  political 
pressure,  like  the  CDC’s  were.”  After  CDC 


and  child  care  subsidies. 

In  contrast  to  General  Relief,  which  was 
an  entitlement  program — meaning  that  the 
state  had  to  appropriate  funds  as  necessary  to 
keep  the  program  going — the  program 
replacing  it  has  a  $163.8  million  cap  on  its 
f’inds  for  this  fiscal  year.  Once  the  cap  is 
reached,  individuals  receiving  aid  could  be 
cut  off. 

The  governor  can  implement  changes  in 
the  program  at  any  time  by  giving  the 
legislature  30  days’  notice.  This  provision 
was  harshly  criticized  by  activists  concerned 
that  as  funding  begins  to  run  out,  even  more 
people  will  be  barred  from  receiving  aid. 
“The  governor  has  nearly  unbridled 
discretion  in  terms  of  being  able  to  scale 
back  on  eligibility  and  benefits,”  said  Neil 
Cronin  of  the  Massachusetts  Law  Reform 
Institute. 

According  to  estimates  from  the  (DPW), 
among  those  who  will  no  longer  qualify  for 
aid  are:  2200  families  who  do  not  qualify  for 
Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent  Children; 
4000  residents  of  drug  and  alcohol  treatment 
centers;  688  recently  released  prisoners; 
1400  undocumented  workers;  4000  people 
between  45  and  65  who  cannot  work  and 
4000  disabled  people  who  will  no  longer 
qualify  under  the  new,  stricter  standards. 

While  the  DPW  estimates  that  80  percent 
of  the  people  between  45  and  65  who  are 
being  eliminated  will  now  qualify  under  new 
disability  standards,  Ellie  Margolis  of 
Cambridge  and  Somerville  Legal  Services 
disagrees.  “No  advocate  I  know  of  believes 
that  figure,”  she  said,  noting  that  individuals 
in  that  category  include  women  who  had 
been  on  AFDC  whose  children  have  grown 
up,  former  homemakers,  others  who  have 
nonmarketable  or  obsolete  skills  and  some 
who  are  not  able  to  work  for  reasons  other 
than  disability. 

People  with  disabilities  will  be  among 
those  hardest  hit  by  the  cuts.  It  will  be  much 
more  difficult,  according  to  Cronin  and 
others,  for  such  people  to  qualify  for  the  new 
program  than  it  was  for  them  to  qualify  for 
General  Relief. 

Under  the  old  guidelines  for  General 
Relief,  a  disabled  individual’s  physician 
made  the  determination  as  to  whether  that 
individual  was  able  to  work.  Under  the  new 
system,  the  state  has  severely  limited  the 
conditions  under  which  a  physician  can 
make  such  a  determination. 

This  means  that  the  state  will  have  no 
program  to  effectively  bridge  the  gap 
between  the  time  a  person  becomes  unable  to 
work  and  what  they  qualify  for  federal  aid, 
Cronin  noted. 

Continued  on  page  6 


guidelines  were  handed  down  last  July, 
Rzepkowski,  who  was  HIV  positive  but 
asymptomatic,  was  forced  to  resign  from  his 
position. 

‘Exposure  prone’ 

“All  scientific  evidence  demonstrates  that 
the  risk  of  doctor-to-patient  HIV 
transmission  is  remote,”  said  Loma  S. 
McBamette,  executive  deputy  commisioner 
of  the  New  York  Department  of  Health,  “but 
we  can  do  more  to  improve  infection  control 
generally  and  reassure  the  public  at  the  same 
time.” 

The  primary  recommendation  by  the 
Department  of  Health  is  that  all  health  care 
professionals  be  required  to  undergo  formal 
training  in  infection  control  techniques  to 
qualify  for  state  licensure,  license  renewal  or 
certification. 

CDC  guidelines,  issued  last  July,  call  for 
health  care  workers  to  voluntarily  submit  to 
HIV  testing  and  stress  the  importance  of 
universal  precautions,  but  they  also 
rec comend  restricting  the  practice  of  HIV- 
infected  personnel  from  performing  certain 
“exposure-prone”' procedures  that  have  yet  to 
be  clearly  defined. 

Ten  years  into  the  AIDS  crisis  and  in  the 
aftermath  of  millions  of  medical  and  dental 
procedures,  the  New  York  Department  of 
Health  stressed  that  there  has  been  only  one 
known  case  of  a  health  care  worker  infecting 
patients.  Even  that  case,  involving  a  Florida 
dentist  who  apparently  infected  five 
patients — including  mandatory  HIV-testing 
advocate  Kimberly  Bergalis — is  still  being 
investigated  by  the  CDC.  Transmission 
appears  to  be  linked  to  a  failure  to  observe 
universal  precautions  in  regard  to  instrument 

Continued  on  page  6 


LOS  ANGELES — Filipina  poet  and 
former  political  prisoner  Mila  D.  Aguilar, 
Chilean-American  novelist  Isabel  Allende, 
and  African-American  feminist  writer  and 
activist  June  Jordan  were  honored  with  the 
prestigious  Freedom  to  Write  Awards  Sept. 
29  from  the  PEN  Center  USA  West.  PEN  is 
an  international  organization  of  poets, 
essayists,  editors  and  novelists  dedicated  to 
freedom  of  expression  since  the  1920s. 

“I’ve  intellectually  always  understood  the 
importance  of  freedom  of  speech,  but  this 
was  so  emotional”Aguilar’s  niece,  Karin 
Aguilar  San  Juan,  an  editor  at  South  End 
Press,  told  GCN.  Until  the  award  ceremony, 
San  Juan  had  not  seen  her  aunt  since  her 
release  from  prison  in  1986. 

“She’s  usually  very  unemotive— even 
stoic-but  she  got  up  and  started  crying.”  San 
Juan  recounted  Aguilar’s  words,  ‘“In  my 
country,’  she  said,  ’they  give  awards  to  only 
beauty  queens  and  actresses.  We  don’t  have 
awards  for  writers,  let  alone  Freedom-to- 
Write  awards.’” 

“It  just  brought  home  for  me,”  San  Juan 
said,  “that  a  third  world  country,  and  an 
oppressive  [regime]  circumscribes  not  only 
what  you  say  but  what  you  can  think  and 
even  imagine.” 

Aguilar’s  book  of  poems,  A  Comrade  is  as 
Precious  as  a  Rice  Seedling,  was  released  in 
1984  while  she  was  a  political  prisoner  in  the 
Phillipines.  It  was  published  by  Kitchen 
Table:  Women  of  Color  Press  with  an 
introduction  by  Audre  Lorde. 

Barbara  Smith,  a  renowned  African 
American  lesbian  writer  and  member  of  the 
Kitchen  Table  collective,  went  to  the  Los 
Angeles  ceremony  to  meet  Aguilar  for  the 
first  time.  “I  think  it’s  wonderful  that  she 
would  get  recognition  from  an  [organization] 
of  PEN’S  stature,”  Smith  said.  “PEN  defends 
the  writer’s  right  to  speak  out,”  a  goal  similar 


to  that  of  Kitchen  Table,  a  press  that  works 
“to  get  the  voices  of  women  of  color — who 
have  not  been  heard — heard  and  available,” 
Smith  explained. 

Aguilar  was  captured  by  the  Marcos 
dictatorship  in  August,  1984,  and  kept  in  jail 
until  February,  1986.  She  was  in  the  first 
group  of  political  prisoners  released  by 
President  Corazon  Aquino  after  her  election. 
PEN  and  Amnesty  International  were  among 
the  many  groups  and  individuals  all  over  the 
world  who  protested  Aguilar’s  imprisonment 
and  who  monitored  her  case.  Prior  to 
imprisonment,  Aguilar  lived  in  hiding  for  12 
years. 

Aguilar,  who  was  visiting  the  United 
States  for  the  first  time,  was  honored  by 
Filipino  and  by  political  activists  in  cities  in 
the  U.S.  “People  in  Filipino  communities 
have  been  very  excited  to  meet  her,”  Smith 
noted.  Lesbian  and  gay  community 
gatherings  were  also  held  in  Aguilar’s  honor. 
Although  Aguilar’s  sexuality  has  been  less 
important  to  her  than  her  political  work,  as 
her  niece  noted,  poems  in  Comrade  often 
express  a  strong  appreciation  and  love  for 
women. 

Since  her  release  from  prison,  Aguilar  has 
founded  the  Institute  for  Filipino  Cinema  and 
has  produced  52  made-for-TV  episodes  on 
Filipino  life.  While  in  the  U.S.,  she  was 
working  on  a  video  documentary  about 
Filipino  Americans  while  in  the  U.S. 

Comrade  is  available  from  Inland  and 
Bookpeople.  A  second  edition  was  published 
in  1987. 

Kitchen  Table:  Women  of  Color  Press  told 
GCN  that  The  Third  Wave:  Feminist 
Perspectives  on  Racism  will  be  forthcoming 
in  1992,  as  will  Our  Lives  in  the  Balance,  a 
collection  on  women  of  color  and  AIDS. 

— Carrie  Wofford 


Coming  out  all  over 
the  U.S.A. 

Lesbians,  bisexuals,  and  gay  men  show  their  force 

By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 


SANTA  FE,  N.M. — Gay  men  and  lesbians 
came  out  nationwide  to  celebrate  the  fourth 
annual  National  Coming  Out  Day,  Oct. 
11 — marching  in  parades,  participating  in 
workshops,  throwing  parties  and  even 
draping  the  California  State  capitol  with  a 
20-foot  by  60-foot  rainbow  flag. 

An  estimated  3000  gay  men,  lesbians  and 
supporters  participated  in  an  annual  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Civil  Rights  and  Pride  parade  in 
Madison  Wise,  on  Oct.  5,  one  of  the  larger 
celebrations.  Activists  also  marched  in 
Tacoma,  Wash,  and  Ypsilanti,  Mich.  In 
Boise,  Idaho,  a  gay  and  lesbian  group  called 
Your  Family,  Friends  and  Neighbors  (YFFN) 
took  out  a  quarter-page  ad  in  the  Idaho 
Statesman,  a  local  newspaper,  and  held  a 
silent  vigil  at  the  state  capitol. 

In  Sacramento,  Calif.,  activists  continued 
to  decry  Gov.  Pete  Wilson’s  decision  to  veto 
AB  101,  a  bill  that  would  have  criminalized 
anti-gay  job  discrimination  (see  GCN,  Vol. 
19,  No.  12.)  People  were  urged  not  to  go  to 
work  in  protest  of  Wilson’s  veto,  and  8000 
protesters  staged  a  rally  in  front  of  Wilson’s 
offices.  Five  protesters  were  arrested  and 
allegedly  subjected  to  police  brutality. 

Arkansas  Tech.  University  in  Russellville, 
Ark.,  was  “transformed”  according  to  Lynn 
D.  Shepodd,  executive  director  of  the 
National  Coming  Out  Day  campaign  based 
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in  Sante  Fe,  New  Mexico.  Gay  and  lesbian 
students  handed  out  pamphlets,  ran  radio 
public  service  announcements  and 
established  an  official  gay  and  lesbian 
student  association — despite  posters 
threatening  violence  from  members  of  the 
school’s  Republican  club. 

Many  universities  held  educational 
seminars  and  staged  visibility  events,  and 
several  high  schools  got  involved  in  passing 
out  pink  triangles  and  engaging  in  classroom 
discussion — including  Choate  Academy  in 
Andover,  Mass,  and  Cambridge  Ringe  and 
Latin  school  in  Cambridge,  Mass. 

National  Coming  Out  Day  garnered 
unprecedented  attention  in  the  mainstream 
media  this  year.  Public  service 
announcements  featuring  Rita  Moreno 
appeared  on  ABC  and  CBS,  but  were 
rejected  by  NBC  as  “unprofessional  and 
irrelevant.”  Two  television  celebrities 
— Sheila  Kuehl  (“Zelda”  on  “Dobie  Gillis”) 
and  Dick  Sargent  (“Darren”  on 
“Bewitched”),  publicly  disclosed  and 
discussed  their  experiences  as  gay 
entertainers. 

“Coming  Out  Day  re-energizes  our 
movement,”  said  Shepodd.  “We  have  been 
so  besieged  during  the  past  10  years  and 
each  case  of  someone  in  the  closet  has  a 
negative  effect  on  the  gay  community.”  □ 
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New  York  protects 
health  workers 

The  first  state  to  create  guidelines  for  HIV  infected  health  care 
workers  makes  a  liberal  recommendation 


KARIN  AGUILAR  SAN  JUAN 


GCN  JOBS 

Promotions  Coordinator 

Devise  strategies  to  increase  sales  of  GCN 
through  subscriptions,  newsstands,  and 
bookstores.  Coordinate  direct  mail 
campaigns,  design  and  send  renewal 
notices,  exchange  advertising. 

VISA  MasterCard  sales  and  other 
promotions 

Qualifications:  Experience  in  sales 
advertising  marketing  and  finances 
desirable.  Copy  writing  ability  and 
graphics  design  skills.  Familiarity  with 
computers 

Business  Manager 

Responsible  for  financial  management  using 
computerized  accounting  system,  for 
accounts  payable  and  receivable,  staff 
payroll  and  generating  regular  financial 
reports.  Perform  general  office  management 
tasks  Develop  and  maintain  bookstore  sales 
and  bookstore  accounts.  Negotiate  and 
maintain  longterm  exchange  advertisement 
contracts  Act  as  one  of  two  staff  liaisons  to 
the  Board  of  Directors.  This  position  will 
work  closely  with  the  development 
coordinator  on  long-range  financial  planning 
and  developing  annual  budgets 
Qualifications  Strong  administrative  and 
financial  skills  and  experience.  Experience 
with  non-profit  management  or  bookkeeping 
preferred.  Strong  interpersonal  and  group 
meeting  skills. 

GCN  Positions  All  GCN  positions  require 
commitments  to  lesbian  gay  liberation, 
feminism,  anti-racism,  an  awareness  of  class 
issues,  and  collective  decision-making 

Salary/Benefits  All  positions  pay 
$230-week  and  include  health/life  insurance 
through  Harvard  Community  Health  Plan, 
dental  allowance,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks 
paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility 
and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter  to: 
GCN  Job  Search  Committee.  62  Berkeley 
St..  Boston.  MA  02116. 


Madness  in  prisons 

Dear  GCN: 

I  received  the  GCN  sample  newspaper,  I 
really  enjoyed  it.  There  are  so  many  things 
that  are  going  on  in  our  state  prisons,  that  are 
really  out  of  hand.  But  here  at  the  Oklahoma 
State  Penitentiary  we  HIV-positive  inmates 
have  learned  the  hard  way.  There  are  so  many 
cruel  and  vicious  staff  members  here,  we  are 
terrified  to  complain  about  our  living 
conditions.  Some  days  I  get  so  disturbed 
because  of  the  straight-up  discrimination  that 
is  pushed  in  my  face,  and  forced  to  swallow 
the  madness. 

Just  recently  the  HIV-positive  inmates  here 
are  being  fed  their  meal  on  “red”  food  trays. 
There  trays  are  supposed  to  be  special  diet 
trays. 

But  a  couple  of  ignorant  inmates  here  on  F- 
3-run  are  totally  responsible  for  this  madness. 
The  two  inmates  kept  throwing  away  the 
usual  trays  because  they  didn’t  like  the  fact 
that  the  same  trays  they  eat  off  of,  were  also 
being  eaten  off  of  by  HTV-positive  inmates. 

But  instead  of  the  two  inmates  getting 
punished  for  destroying  state  property,  we 
HIV-positive  inmates  get  punished. 

The  red  food  trays  are  recognized  here  as 
only  for  people  with  AIDS.  So  if  anybody  here 
that  has  AIDS  and  nobody  knew  it  -  well!  they 
all  know  now.  But  all  this  food  tray  madness  is 
where  it  begins.  We  also  have  big  “red”  dots 
beside  our  names,  with  the  word  “AIDS”  in  the 
center  of  it  That  is  on  the  CO’s  count  boards  to 
identify  who  gets  AIDS. 

The  “non-cute”  thing  about  the  vicious  “red” 
dots  are  that  all  non-medical  and  all  inmates  are 
able  to  view  the  count  boards. 

Also  here  in  the  Oklahoma  State  penal 
system,  it  has  been  proven  to  a  person  like 
myself  -  a  transvestite.  Regardless  of  your 
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security  level,  if  you  are  HIV-positive  then  you 
will  be  automatically  classified  and  transferred 
to  a  maximum  security  institution.  I  was 
transferred  here  to  a  maximum  security  facility 
from  a  minimum  security  facility,  only  because 

1  was  classified  HIV  positive.  Actually,  I’m 
“HIV  Indeterminant I  still  don’t  understnad 
how  the  O.S.P.  medical  staff  can  classify  me 
HTV  positive  but  yet  my  (5)  AIDS  tests  results 
all  say  Indeterminate,  if  you  understand  that, 
then  please  help  this  girl! 

Michael  O’Dell 

#186830  F-3-32 
P.  O.  Box  97 
Mac  Ales  ter,  OK  74502-0097 

Stop  Star  Wars  and 
the  Stealth  Bomber 

Dear  GCN  : 

It  is  a  time  of  monumental  change  in  our 
world.  The  Cold  War  has  come  to  an  end,  not 
with  a  bang,  but  with  a  whimper.  The  Soviet 
Union  can  no  longer  be  considered  a  serious 
threat. 

Meanwhile,  our  own  country  is 
disintegrating.  Our  educational  system,  our 
health  care  system,  our  transportation 
system — all  are  in  a  shambles.  Our 
environment  stinks,  literally. 

Why?  Because  our  government  continues  to 
spend  almost  $300  billion  per  year  on  the 
military.  Between  1980  and  1990,  federal 
spending  on  health  care  declined  49  percent;  on 
employment  and  training  programs  49  percent. 
During  the  same  period,  military  spending  rose 
46  percent. 

Much  of  this  “defense”  spending  is 
unnecessary.  Fully  half  of  it  pays  for  American 
troops  in  Europe,  some  of  them  defending  West 
Germany  from  an  East  Germany  that  has  faded 
into  history.  Many  of  the  new  weapons  systems 
under  consideration  were  designed  to  counter  a 
threat  that  no  longer  exists.  Some  of  them  don’t 
even  work. 

This  month,  our  Congress  has  an 
opportunity  to  stop  two  such  wasteful  programs 
once  and  for  all:  the  B-2  or  “Stealth”  Bomber 
and  the  Strategic  Defense  Initiative  or  “Star 
Wars.” 

Let’s  look  at  them  one  at  a  time.  The  Air 
Force  wants  75  B-2  Bombers  for  a  total  cost  of 
$65  billion.  But  the  first  three  planes  had  an 
average  of  129,860  defects  each.  A  study  by 
the  General  Accounting  Office  of  Congress 
indicated  that  the  plane’s  cost  would  be  run  up 
considerably  trying  to  fix  these  defects. 
Moreover,  the  Wall  Street  Journal  recently 
reported  that  the  Air  Force  itself  admitted  that 
the  B-2  Bomber  flunked  radar-evasion  tests.  In 
other  words,  there's  nothing  stealthy  about  the 
stealth  bomber! 

Remember  the  B-l  Bomber?  The  Air  Force 
got  97  of  them  at  a  total  cost  of  $38  billion. 
They  were  supposed  to  be  able  to  detect  when 
they  were  being  tracked  or  threatened  by  an 
enemy  place — but  the  Air  Force  never  figured 
out  how  to  make  that  unique  feature  work. 
Meanwhile,  they  insisted  on  producing  the 
places  while  still  testing  them.  As  a  result, 
Congress  is  still  pouring  money  into  this  fiasco, 
with  no  luck  yet 

So  why  should  the  American  people  pay  for 
another  plane  with  an  enormous  price  tag  that 
can’t  even  do  what  it’s  supposed  to  do? 

What  about  Star  Wars?  It  was  designed  to 
defend  against  a  now  unlikely  long-range 
missile  attack  from  the  Soviet  Union.  The 
majority  of  the  scientific  community  has 
argued  for  years  that  it  would  not  block  such  an 
attack.  Star  Wars  would  not  defend  against 
terrorist  attacks,  low-flying  missiles,  bombers 
or  cruise  missiles.  And,  it  would  cost  $41 
billion  over  the  next  five  years  alone. 

What  can  we  do  to  stop  these  two 
behemoths?  Well,  the  House  of  Representatives 
has  already  voted  to  halt  production  of  the  B-2, 
and  to  prevent  deployment  of  the  spaced-based 
elements  of  Star  Wars.  But  the  Senate  has 
authorized  a  total  of  $8  billion  this  year  for  the 
two  programs.  Senator  Ted  Kennedy  and 
Representative  Nick  Mavroules  are  on  the 
conference  committee  charged  with  reconciling 
the  differences.  Their  leadership  is  necessary 
for  the  House  version  to  prevail.  Senator 
Kennedy,  in  particular,  can  make  an  enormous 
difference  in  the  debates. 

Concerned  citizens  should  contact  him  and 
Rep.  Mavroules  immediately  and  urge  them  to 
actively  participate  in  the  fight  to  defeat  the  B- 

2  and  Star  Wars.  Senator  Kennedy:  (617)  565- 
3170  or  (202)  224-4543;  Rep.  Mavroules: 
(800)272-6730. 

With  the  elimination  of  these  two  useless 
weapons  systems,  the  United  States  Congress 
would  be  taking  a  critical  first  step  towards 
reordering  our  country’s  skewed  priorities. 

Sarah  Browning 
Director  of  Citizens  for  Participation  in 
Political  Action 
Boston,  Mass. 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Wilson:  part  off  the 
tradition  off 
exploiting  tears 

Dear  GCN  : 

California’s  Governor  Wilson,  in  his  veto  of 
the  gay  rights  bill,  has  joined  the  unscrupulous 
politicians  down  through  history  who  have 
attempted  to  make  political  gain  by  exploiting 
the  fears  of  homosexual  behaviors. 

It  must  be  said  that  we  owe  them  a  great 
debt  Collectively  they  have  created  the  most 
vicious  and  pervasive  example  of  stigma  in  our 
history.  In  spite  of  their  arguments  that 
homosexual  behaviors  violate  the  integrity  of 
the  family,  the  fear  of  homosexuality  attacks 
the  self-image  of  both  males  and  females  in  our 
society  and  is  a  significant  factor  in  suicide, 
depression,  wife-and-child  abuse  and  many 
forms  of  crime.  The  gay  stigma  causes  many 
families,  institutions  and  communities  to  reject 
those  suspected  of  homosexual  activities  and  is 
a  major  cause  of  children  running  away  from 
home. 

Our  society  has  even  saddled  AIDS  with  the 
gay  stigma,  making  a  fearsome  disease  even 
more  difficult  to  diagnose,  treat,  research  and 
control.  While  the  stigmatizers  point  out  the 
sexual  excesses  observed  in  the  gay  ghettos, 
they  fail  to  take  credit  for  having  created  the 
ghettos  in  the  first  place  and  the  conditions  that 
make  such  behaviors  possible. 

Societies  that  honor  the  tender  relations 
between  members  of  the  same  sex  do  not 
oblige  everyone  to  marry.  They  place  the 
greatest  importance  not  on  the  sexual 
relationship  between  man  and  wife  but  on  the 
nurturing  relationship  between  the  child  and 
the  community.  Nothing  is  more  important  than 
the  strength  of  children  and  the  health  of 
nursing  and  pregnant  women.  The  people  they 
honor  most — sacred  judges  and  warriors, 
dancers,  musician,  creators  of  art  and  myth, 
and  tenders  of  women  and  children — are  the 
people  we  have  managed  to  despise  and 
confine  to  the  back  rooms  and  bars  of  our 
sexual  ghettos. 

Our  fear  of  homosexuality — unmatched 
anywhere  in  the  world,  according  to  Kinsey 
and  other  observers — is  one  of  the  most 
distinctive  features  of  our  culture, 
impoverishing  our  emotional  lives  in  countless 
ways.  Governor  Wilson  is  now  and 
forevermore  a  part  of  the  unsavory  tradition 
that  keeps  that  fear  alive. 

Sincerely, 
William  H.  DuBay 
Torrance,  Calif. 

Exclusions  are 
always  dangerous 

Dear  GCN: 

This  letter  is  in  response  to  Flowing’s 
comments  in  this  week’s  letter  section,  while 
I  respect  the  right  of  anyone  to  hold 
whatever  opinion  they  desire,  when  such 
opinions  willfully  hurt  or  restrict  the  rights 
of  others,  silence,  I  feel,  cannot  be 
maintained. 

Flowing  seems  unaware  of  the  great 
sufferings  and  social  stigmas  imposed  by  this 
society  on  transgenderists,  of  the  great 
courage  and  strength,  as  well  as  the 
investment  of  years  required  to  see  it 
through,  of  the  massive  possible  costs  in 
family  and  friends.  I  feel  that  anyone  who 
has  shown  such  fortitude  and  courage  to 
show  the  world  their  true  selves  has  more 
than  earned  the  right  to  be  regarded  as  a 
womyn,  and  has  fought  much  harder  for  that 
right  than  many  of  her  natural  bom  sisters.  I 
won’t  comment  on  the  highly  racist  and 
erroneous  comment  used  by  Flowing  to 
supposedly  support  the  position  expressed, 
as  it  is  an  extremely  hurtful  and  thoughtless 
one,  a  slap  in  the  face  to  every  bi-racial 
person. 

Exclusions  are  always  dangerous,  we  all 
remember  the  battle  over  “men  only”  bars 
and  such  a  few  years  ago,  and  the  hue  and 
outcry  about  it  from  wimmin,  I  feel  this 
attitude  of  “Womyn  bom  womyn  only,”  is 
just  as  dangerous,  for  these  born  again 
womyn  have  paid  the  price  to  become  who 
they  truly  are,  and  should  now  be  welcomed 
with  open  arms,  for  gender  is  in  the  heart  and 
soul,  not  one’s  chromosomes.  When 
genderphobia  reaches  such  heights  of  illogic 
as  to  push  away  a  segment  of  the  community 
that  has  paid  its  dues  such  as  each 
transsexual  does,  compassion  and  sensitivity 
must  have  also  waned.  Without  compassion 
and  understanding,  we  will  all  be  lost. 

Sincerely, 

V.Maulsby 

Bi-coastal 

Arrogance 

Dear  GCN: 

I  write  this  letter  with  a  great  deal  of  sadness 
and  anger.  I  have  read  and  subscribed  to  GCN 
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Gay  Community  News  Is  produced  by  a 
collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of 
events  and  news  In  the  Interest  of  gay  and 
lesbian  Iteration.  The  collective  consists  of  a 
paid  staff  of  ten,  a  general  membership  of 
volunteers,  and  a  board  of  directors  elected 
by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  In  "editorials'  represent  the 
views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters 
and  columns  represent  the  views  and  opinions  of 
the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to 
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and  to  volunteer  and  become  members. 
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Speaking  Out 


To  out  or  not  to  out 


for  about  ten  years  now,  but  with  this  letter,  I 
am  informing  you  that  I  do  not  wish  to  renew. 

I  am  tired  of  your  bi-coastal  arrogance. 
“News”  happens  beyond  east  and  west  coast 
cities,  but  it  is  rare  that  you  ever  cover  it  in  any 
depth.  I  urge  you  to  seriously  consider 
dropping  your  sub-title:  “The  National  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Weekly.”  I  don’t  think  you  do  an 
adequate  job — it’s  false  advertising  on  your 
part.  Why  should  I,  in  Minneapolis,  read  a 
weekly  Boston  gay  paper  of  about  16  pages 
that  usually  includes:  one  page  of  local 
calendar,  two  pages  of  classified,  one  page  of 
phone  sex  ads  (sometimes  more),  1/2  page 
community  guide,  and  at  least  two  to  four 
Boston  in-depth  gay  stories.  That’s  1/2+  of 
your  paper  on  your  region.  The  rest  is  usually 
east  or  west  coast  news,  one  interesting 
centerfold  piece,  local  Boston  ads,  and  a  rare 
short  Midwest  or  international  story.  It’s  not 
worth  my  money  folks. , 

The  straw  that  broke  my  back  was  your  late 
and  poor  coverage  of  the  death  of  Mpls.  City 
Councilman  Brian  Coyle.  What  an  insult  to 
Brian’s  memory  and  his  work  here  and 
nationally.  You  did  not  do  a  story,  despite  the 
fact  that  his  death  was  widely  reported  in  the 
straight  media  (e.g.  the  New  York  Times  has  an 
obit  the  day  after  his  death;  the  Twin  Cities’ 
print  and  TV  media  did  lead  stories  on  the  day 
of  his  death  and  covered  his  funeral  which 
brought  together  over  1200  people).  You  did  a 
short  obit  and  choose  to  report  from  a  GLC 
Voice  obit  that  was  viciously  inaccurate.  C’mon 
people.  You  receive  Equal  Time,  The  TC  Gaze 
and  well  as  the  GLC  Voice.  You  took  the 
sloppy  word  of  one  of  our  local  gay /lesbian 
papers  and  wrote  an  obit  that  minimized 
Brian’s  life  and  work.  Did  you  read  Equal 
Time's  printing  of  Brian’s  journals  when  he 
courageously  came  out  to  the  public  last  spring 
about  being  HIV  positive?  Did  you  read  the 
straight  media’s  reporting  of  Brian’s  brilliant 
coalition  work  in  the  Twin  Cities?  Do  you 
care?  It  seems  to  me  that  you  don’t.  Do  you 
care  that  SL  Paul  is  currently  battling  its  second 
repeal  campaign  over  gay/lesbian  rights?  Don’t 
you  find  it  unusual  that  a  major  city  in  the  U.S. 
has  to  fight  again  for  our  rights?  Obviously 
not 

We  are  lucky  here  to  have  three  gay  papers. 
One  of  them,  Equal  Time,  comes  out  bi-weekly 
and  is  twice  the  length  of  GCN,  with  both 
local,  regional  and  national  and  international 
gay/lesbian  news.  Yes,  I’ll  miss  some  of  your 
centerfold  stories,  but  I  cannot  in  good 
conscience  continue  to  support  your  sloppy, 
biased  and  regional-centric  news  coverage. 
Please  don’t  tell  me  that  we  need  to  send  you 
stories;  if  you  want  a  Midwest  correspondent, 
hire  one,  or  do  a  better  job  reading  gay  and 
lesbian  papers  from  all  over  the  country.  You 
know,  as  well  as  I,  that  we  have  many  print 
resources. 

I  hope  you  don’t  dismiss  this  letter,  but  take 
this  criticism  to  heart.  Thanks  for  being  here 
for  years,  but  wake  up  to  your  current 
limitations. 

Lisa  Albrecht 
Minneapolis  Civil  Rights  Commissioner 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Standing  up  to  a 
sex-negative  society 

Dear  GCN: 

Among  the  sharpest  criticism  is  that  of 
homosexuals.  Why?  I’ll  never  comprehend 
any  explanation  or  reasoning  to  support 
homo-hatred.  In  my  personal  opinion  society 
is  terrified  of  the  possibility  of  letting  some 
individual  group  that  is  slightly  different  live 
independently  with  the  possibilities  of 
becoming  someone  of  importance... 
especially  homosexuals. 

The  abusive  manner  of  our  sex-negative 
society  towards  homosexuals  proves  that  in 
many  ways  the  United  States  is  not  a 
completely  free  country;  if  it  were  free, 
homosexuals  would  be  able  to  marry  in 
every  slate!  Right? 

We  are  trapped  in  the  tight  clutches  of 
society’s  rejection  and  discrimination.  Are 
homosexuals  ever  going  to  be  able  to  live 
without  the  verbal  and  physical  abuse  from 
today's  sex-negative  society?  It’s  highly 
doubtful  as  long  as  we  have  these  so-called 
professionals  telling  us  how  immoral  we  are 
etc,  etc.  Well  it’s  the  ’90s  not  the  ’20s  and  I 
for  one  will  do  as  I  damn  well  please... like  it 
or  not,  all  you  anti-gay  professional  idiots. 

If  there  were  more  organizations,  clubs 
and  support  groups,  we  could  make  some 
progress  and  earn  more  respect  in  society. 
We  could  live  without  the  humiliation  and 
embarrassment  that  we  so  often  encounter. 

The  problems  aren’t  impossible  to  over 
power  if  homosexuals  would  stand  up  for 
what  we  believe  and  show  society  we  are 
sick  of  being  degraded.  Lets  take  a  stand  and 
do  something  about  it,  because  I’m  not  going 


By  Sheila  K.  Smith 

As  I  dawdled  outside  the  Loew  Cheri 
Theater’s  sold  out  premiere  of  Jodie  Foster’s 
directorial  debut,  Little  Man  Tate,  I 
intentionally  overheard  an  old  woman  giving 
a  young  man  hell  for  the  “negative  things” 
she  claimed  he  said  about  Jodie.  “I’m  not 
saying  negative  things,”  the  young  man 
retorted.  “We  just  want  her  to  come  out  of  the 
closet  and  make  it  easier  for  people.”  The 
puzzled  old  woman  shrugged  and  went  back 
to  her  surveillance  outside  the  theater;  the 
resoluted,  young  man  smiled  and  whisked 
away  on  his  bicycle. 

I  was  left  disgruntled  by  their  brief 
confrontation. 

In  all  fairness,  it’s  not  my  intention  to 
cause  scrutiny  to  the  actress.  Secondly,  I 
didn’t  see  other  members  of  Queer  Nation, 
and  I  don’t  know  whether  this  guy  was 
speaking  for  Queer  Nation,  a  bunch  of  his 
friends  or  the  entire  gay  community.  I  am, 
however,  somewhat  familiar  with  the  radical 
tactics  of  Queer  Nation  and  other  outing 
supporters.  The  political  dynamics  of  the  gay 
movement  are  extremely  diverse,  exciting 
and  controversial. 

I’m  all  for  increased  gay  visibility,  equality 
and  acceptance,  but  not  at  the  expense  of  an 
individual’s  right  to  privacy.  Forcing  anyone, 
famous  or  not,  out  of  the  closet  does  little,  if 
anything,  for  the  gay  cause.  I  am 


to  let  society  control  and  make  my  life 
miserable....Are  you? 

Mark  “Dee”  Diedrick 
Iowa  Mens  Reformatory 
Anamosa,  la. 

Dancing  with  Disney 

Dear  GCN: 

September  13  marked  the  11 -year 
anniversary  of  my  ejection  from  Disneyland 
after  dancing  with  another  male  at  the 
Tomorrowland  Terrace.  Our  crime  was  disco 
dancing.  We  didn’t  touch,  we  didn’t  kiss,  we 
didn’t  bump  and  grind.  We  simply  danced  to 
the  sounds  of  some  horrible  disco  band. 
Disneyland  has  a  policy  dating  back  to  1957 
prohibiting  same-sex  dancing.  My  dance 
partner  (then  17)  and  I  (then  19)  felt  that  the 
dance  ban  was  wrong  and  needed  fixing,  so 
we  tested  the  waters.  A  non-gay  Orange 
County  civil  rights  attorney  agreed  with  us 
and  we  filed  suit  immediately. 

In  1984,  an  Orange  County  Superior  Court 
jury  concluded  that  our  civil  rights  were 
violated  and  that  Disney’s  dance-ban 
discriminated  against  persons  based  on  sex 
and  sexual  orientation. 

As  a  result  of  our  lawsuit  (and  a  similar 
“slow-dance”  suit  that  followed)  Disney  now 
permits  all  forms  of  sam-sex  dancing  and 
even  states  their  policy  in  writing  on 
instruction  sheets  provided  to  their  security 
officers. 

It  is  no  secret  that  Disneyland  employs 
many  lesbian  and  gay  Cast  Members  (their 
word  for  employees);  however,  as  I 
understand  it,  they  frown  on  anyone  who  is 
vocal  about  it  But,  Disneyland  has  come  a 
long  way  during  the  past  10  years  or  so. 

A  few  years  ago,  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Community  Services  Center  of  Orange 
County  held  their  annual  dinner  at  the 
Disneyland  Hotel.  The  dinner  was  a  huge 
success  and  appears  to  have  helped  to 
improve  relations  between  Disney  and  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community.  Even  Mickey 
Mouse  made  a  special  appearance  at  The 
Center  dinner! 

Since  1984,  AIDS  Project  Los  Angeles 
has  held  a  number  of  successful  private 
parties  at  the  “Happiest  Place  on  Earth"  to 
raise  much  needed  funds  to  assist  persons 
with  AIDS. 

The  Queen  Mary,  in  Long  Beach  (now 
Disney-owned  and  -operated)  was  the 
location  for  a  recent  all-day  Life  Lobby  and 
Stop  Sheldon  meeting  (Life  is  a  lobby  group 
in  Sacramento  fighting  for  the  rights  of 
lesbians,  gay  men  and  persons  with  AIDS). 

Furthermore,  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
Chapter  of  the  Southern  California  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  held  their  annual 
human  rights  awards  dinner  at  the  Queen 
Mary  in  late  September. 

Relations  between  Disney  and  the 
lesbian/gay  community  have  not  always  ran 
smoothly.  Last  September,  for  example, 
during  a  same-sex  dance  party  at  the 
Tomorrowland  Terrace,  a  female  security 
officer  was  overheard  saying:  “I  hope  they 
all  die  from  AIDS.”  Many  of  us  made  oral 
complaints  to  security  supervisors  who 
basically  shrugged  their  shoulders  and 


unconvinced  that  it’s  a  beneficial  way  to 
achieve  our  civil  right  “to  be”  in  our 
homophobic  society.  And  so  the  debate 
continues. 

Supporters  of  outing  argue  that  it  will,  in 
effect,  promote  gay  pride,  “make  it  easier  for 
people.”  It  will  take  the  power  away  from  the 
bigots  and  put  it  back  in  our  hands.  They  say 
being  in  the  closet  admits  that  society  is  right 
and  we’re  wrong.  I  believe  outing 
inadvertently  promotes  a  continuance  of  self- 
denial,  hatred  and  internalized  homophobia. 
Outing  becomes  merely  a  conspirator  aimed 
at  robbing  others  of  their  sense  of  dignity, 
and  opportunity  to  affirm  their  true 
nature — for  themselves. 

I  agree  that  being  gay  is  nothing  to  be 
ashamed  of,  but  each  human  being  has  the 
right  to  make  their  own  personal  decision 
regarding  visibility.  We  must  leam  patience 
and  respect  for  one  another,  especially 
regarding  disclosure.  I  continue  to  wonder  if 
the  young  man  mentioned  earlier  is  out  to 

parents,  his  friends,  his  employer;  his 
public,  in  essence.  Self-acceptance  must 
occur  before  expecting  any  level  of  social 
acceptance.  One  must  feel  comfortable  and 
confident  with  their  own  sexual  preference  in 
order  to  be  productive.  Coming  out  is  a 
personal  matter.  No  one  should  be  forced. 

The  first  person  I  came  out  to  was  a 
cousin.  He  was  loving  and  supportive.  About 


walked  away.  Disney  officials,  of  course, 
denied  the  security  officer  ever  made  the 
statement,  but  after  several  of  us  wrote  to 
executives  at  both  Disneyland  and  Walt 
Disney  Company  in  Burbank,  we  received  a 
carefully  disguised  apology. 

It  is  certainly  a  two-way  street.  If  Disney 
treats  homosexuals  and  persons  with  AIDS 
with  dignity  and  respect,  they  will  be 
rewarded  by  our  community  when  we 
patronize  their  businesses.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  they  espouse  homophobia  and/or 
AIDS-phobia,  we  would  be  better  off 
spending  our  dollars  elsewhere.  From  what  I 
have  heard  “off  stage”  at  Disneyland,  they 
have  a  long  way  to  go  before  completely 
healing  the  wounds  they  have  created  in  the 
past;  however,  Disney  is  improving  their 
attitudes  and  will  hopefully  acknowledge  the 
fact  that  we  are  a  gentle,  loving,  and 
economical  people. 

Andrew  Exler 
Palm  Springs,  Calif. 

CORRECTION 

Due  to  a  proofreading  error,  in  last  week’s 
AIDS  TREATMENT  NOTES,  at  the  bottom 
of  page  two,  it  was  incorrectly  stated  that 
Astra  Pharmaceuticals  met  ACT  UP’s 
demand  in  August,  1990  and  “distribution  of 
foscarnet  clinical  trial  setting  officially 
began.”  The  critical  words,  “outside  of  the” 
clinical  trial  setting  were  missing. 


two  months  later,  he  told  me  he  was  gay.  I 
was  loving  and  supportive,  yet  perplexed. 
Why  hadn’t  he  told  me  before?  Would  he 
have  ever  said  anything?  After  much 
deliberation  I  decided  that  he  had  to  do  it  in 
his  own  time,  in  his  own  way.  He  had  to  do  it 
when  he  felt  most  comfortable,  even  if  that 
meant  never.  Everyone  is  different.  Perhaps 
my  coming  out  made  it  easier  for  him. 
Perhaps  my  fear  of  rejection  wasn’t  as  high 
as  his.  Who  knows. 

I  don’t  agree  with  anyone  whose  energy  is 
directed  toward  such  an  intrusive, 
judgmental,  unconscionable  act.  It  really 
disturbs  me.  Society  is  at  fault,  not  closeted 
individuals.  Society  creates  the  hostile 
environment  the  openly  gay  person  has  to 
live  in.  Many  choose  or  feel  compelled  to 
hide  their  life  style  for  fear  of  discrimination 
or  personal  injury.  Coming  or  being  out 
doesn’t  always  “make  it  easier”  for  anyone. 
Honest,  unashamed  people  have  lost  their 
family,  their  friends,  their  jobs,  and  often, 
their  lives  because  of  the  prejudice,  bigotry 
and  hatred  which  pervades  out  there.  We  all 
pay  a  price.  We’re  all  in  this  think  together, 
whether  we  choose  to  remain  in  the  closet  or 
not. 

Sheila  K.  Smith  is  a  poet  and  aspiring 
playwright  who  lives  in  Somerset,  Mass. 


WISH 

LIST 

Xerox  Paper 
Computer  Paper 
Printer  Ribbons 
Fax  Paper 
Manilla  folders 
Garbage  bags 
Postage  stamps 
Non-repro  pens 
IBM  Computers 
Mac  Plus,  Mac  SE 
Printers  -  Laserjet  or  Dot  Matrix 
Macintosh  &  IBM  Software 
HP  LAserjet  plus  cartridge 
(old  series  HP  92285A) 
Floppy  disks  -  31/2  &  51/4 
Telephone  Answering 
Machine 
Photocopier 
Polaroid  Camera 
File  Cabinets 
Office  Furniture: 
Desks 
Desk  chairs 
Sofa 
Chairs 
End  tables 

Donations  and  support  don't 
always  need- to  involve  money. 


These  are  some  of  the  items  that 
GCN  can  use  and  we  would  be 
more  than  happy  to  accept  towards 
donations.  If  you  can  supply  GCN 
with  any  of  these  items  or  have 
suggestions  on  others  please  let  us 
know,  (617)  426-4469.  Upon  your 
donation,  we  will  be  more  than  happy 
to  write  a  letter  allowing  you  to  use 
your  contribution  as  a  tax  deduction. 

THANKS  FOR  YOUR  HELP 
AND  SUPPORT. 


NEW  NEWS  IS 
GOOD  NEWS 

GCN  belatedly  welcomes  the  most  recent 
additions  to  the  News  Department.  Dawn 
Schmitz  joined  the  papa-  this  summer  as  the 
Local  Reporter.  She  comes  to  us  from 
Minnesota  via  Madison,  Wis.  where  she  co¬ 
founded  the  radical  bi-weekly  The  Madison 
Insurgent.  In  September,  Carrie  Wofford  was 
hired  as  News  Editor.  Carrie’s  name  may  be 
familiar  since  she  worked  as  National 
Correspondent  for  OutWeek  and  other 
gay/lesbian  papers  from  1990-1991  and 
freelanced  for  GCN  in  1989.  After  limping 
through  much  of  the  summer  understaffed 
we’re  delighted  to  have  a  full  News 
Department. 

Dedicated  volunteer/board  member  Laura 
Pierce  joins  us  in  a  few  weeks  as  our 
development  director.  Laura’s  hard  work  and 
experience  with  the  particular  joys  of  non¬ 
profit  fundraising  make  her  the  right  choice 
for  this  new  position. 

The  new  news  that’s  not  good  news  is  that 
we  say  good-bye  to  two  staff.  Lenny 
Goldstein,  our  promo  homo  leaves  this 
week.  Lenny  will  be  remembered  for  his 
hard  work  and  creative  promotional 
schemes.  Mike  Riegle  is  leaving  GCN  after 
ten  years  of  pioneering  the  Prisoner  Project. 

He  will  compile  a  book  of  past  letters  from 
prisoners  to  GCN  over  the  years.  Former 
typesetter  Rebecca  Lavine  will  be  following 
in  his  footsteps.  Mike  says  to  the  prisoners, 

“Thank  you  for  all  you’ve  taught  me.  It’s 
been  hard  but  very  fine.”  We  wish  Lenny 
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Innocent 

Continued  from  page  1 

vs.  innocent  standards  established  with 
Bergalis,  over  the  past  six  years  it  has  become 
more  and  more  apparent  that  these  distinctions 
are  getting  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  make. 

Marc  Christian’s  recent  victory  for  instance 
shows  a  shift  in  the  idea  of  the  innocent  victim. 
When  the  news  was  first  released  that  Rock 
Hudson — one  of  the  living  legends,  an  icon,  of 
Hollywood  heterosexuality — was  dying  of 
AIDS  the  immediate  response  was  of  disbelief. 

Although  most  people  accepted  the  fact  that 
he  contracted  the  disease  through  his  own 
conscious  homosexual  sexual  activity — thus 
making  him  a  “guilty”  victim — neither  the 
press  nor  the  public  was  willing  to  brand  him 
as  a  complete  villain.  That  is  why  there  was 
general  relief  and  satisfaction  when  Marc 
Christian  brought  his  lawsuit.  The  fact  that 
Christian  was  HIV  negative  eased  the  anxiety 
of  those  worried  that  Hudson  had  actually  done 
something  wrong,  and  played  into  the  public 
denial  that  Hudson  ever  engaged  in  the 
unnatural  activities  of  homosexual  sex.  Here 
was  someone  who  was  sooo  innocent  that  he 
wasn’t  even  infected.  Extraordinarily 
Christian’s  gay  ness  was  ignored  in  favor  of  his 
judgmental  anger.  Christian’s  victory  furthered 
the  public  denial.  In  our  capitalist  culture,  an 
economic  settlement  is  as  close  as  you  can  get 
to  proving  “innocence.” 

In  another  case  of  the  shifting  definitions  of 
innocence,  Dr.  Veronica  Prego,  diagnosed  with 
PCP  in  1987,  brought  a  $175  million  dollar 
suit,  in  1990,  against  the  New  York  City  Health 
and  Hospital  Corporation  and  against  two 
doctors — one  who  had  allegedly  caused  the 
needle  stick  by  which  she  had  been  infected, 
and  another  who  had  allegedly  violated  her 
.confidentiality. 

Prego  should  have  been  the  ideal  “innocent 
victim."  She  was  a  professional  woman  with  no 
outstanding  slurs  against  her  good  name.  And 
even  though  she  wasn’t  “a  white,  middle  class 
American" — she  was  bom  in  Argentina — she 
was  clearly  much  less  culpable  than  you 
average  junkie  or  queer. 

But  in  almost  all  of  the  media  accounts  at  the 
time,  Prego 's  innocence  was  subtly  questioned. 
What  if  Prego  was  lying  about  the  needle  stick? 
What  if  she  did  it  herself  and  was  falsely 
charging  the  other  doctor  with  negligence?  The 
fact  that  both  doctors  were  women  only  added 
to  the  stereotyped  image  of  a  cat  fight  and 
unstable  emotional  responses.  But  beyond  that, 
$175  million  seemed  like  a  lot  of  money  to  the 
average  New  Yorker.  In  a  city  in  the  midst  of  a 
financial  crisis,  Prego  came  to  be  perceived  as 
downright  greedy  in  asking  for  such  a  large 
settlement.  The  Prego  case  was  eventually 
settled  out  of  court  for  an  undisclosed  sum. 

One  of  the  subtextual  threads  in  the 
reporting  on  the  Prego  case  was  the 
introduction  of  health  care  providers  as  resting 
outside  of  the  innocent  category.  The  “innocent 
victim”  is  not  the  doctor  who  has  contracted 
AIDS  from  a  patient,  but  rather  the  “innocent” 
patient  who  is  at  risk  from  the  “guilty”  doctor, 
a  situation  that  Kimberly  Bergalis  has  all  too 
aptly  illustrated  these  past  weeks  and  months. 

There  are  many  social  policy  issues  that 
might  be  raised  by  the  Bergalis  case — the 
treatment  of  women  with  AIDS,  the  lack  of 
AIDS  education  in  many  non-urban  locales,  the 
need  for  safeguards  in  healthcare  centers — but 
Bergalis  and  the  media  have  fpcused  solely, 
despite  overwhelming  evidence  to  the  contrary, 
on  the  need  for  mandatory  testing  of  health 
care  providers.  And  it  was  in  the  wake  of  the 
Bergalis  case  that  Marc  Christian’s  $5.5  million 
in  emotional  damages  was  upheld  by  a  state 
appeals  court. 

But  the  cases  of  Christian,  Prego  and 
Bergalis — and  the  massive  publicity  which 
surrounds  them — hint  at  a  broader  meaning.  By 
singling  out,  and  reqarding,  these  “innocent 
victims”  the  justice  system  and  the  popular 
press  are  maintaining  the  traditional,  false, 
dichotomy  between  “guilty”  and  “innocent 
victims. 

The  popular  media  have  a  clear  economic 
interest  in  promoting  these  images  of  “guilty” 
and  “innocent”  victims:  they  pander  to  popular 
prejudice  and  help  sell  papers  and  news  shows. 
But  a  more  dangerous  level,  they  help  shape 
public  policy.  The  massive  attention  Bergalis 
received  for  her  recent  press  conferences  and 
Senate  appearance  may  well  set  the  stage  for 
mandatory  testing  of  health  providers,  and  has 
certainly  already  eased  the  way  for  Illinois 
Gov.  Jim  Thompson  to  sign  a  draconian  testing 
measure  last  week.  The  ability  of  the  press  to 
influence  public  policy  in  this  way  not  only 
adds  immeasurably  to  its  own  sense  of  self- 
importance  but  also  illustrates  how  susceptible 
they  are  to  partisan  politics  and  power- 
brokering. 

The  media’s  configuration  of  “innocent”  and 
“guilty"  affects  decisions  in  the  courtroom,  in 
lawyers  offices,  with  social  services 
administrators,  as  well  as  with  insurance 
adjusters.  More  importantly,  they  also  affect 
and  help  shape  attitudes  within  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  itself. 
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The  endless  shifting  and  redefining  of  the 
notions  of  “guilty”  or  “innocent”  victims 
cannot  help  but  shape  how  our  community 
responds  to  the  continuing  changes  of  the 
AIDS  crisis.  We  have  to  respond  directly  when 
the  singular  case  of  Kimberly  Bergalis  is  being 
used  to  set  draconian  social  policy  but  also 
when  the  less  concrete  threat  of  the  “innocent 
victim”  image  of  Marc  Christian  helps  set  new 
standards  which  will  be  used  to  label  the  rest  of 
gay  men  “guilty.” 

Standards  of  “innocence”  and  “guilt”  are 
socially  constructed  and  reinforced  by  popular 
sentiments  and  morality,  and  as  such  they  are 
formed  by,  but  also  help  perpetuate 
homophobia.  Queer  sexuality  is  always 
“guilty,"  and,  although  the  classifications  may 
adjust  or  change  to  accommodate  specific 
people  or  circumstances,  they  always  have  as 
their  ultimate  goal  the  continued  deionization 
of  those  who  already  do  not  fit  into  the 
prescribed  categories  of  acceptability.  “Guilt” 
and  “innocence”  in  relation  to  AIDS  and  HTV 
are  always  moral  judgements,  and  in  our 
culture  “morality”  is  always  used  as  the  basis 
for  homophobia.  The  fight  against  AIDS  has 
always  had  to  be  fought,  hand  in  hand,  with  the 
war  against  traditional  morality.  In  a  culture 
that  equates  sin  with  sickness,  queerness  and 
AIDS  is  going  to  signify  sin.  It  is  important  to 
remember  that  the  very  categories  themselves 
are  innately  corrupt  and  will  always  be  used 
against  us.  □ 

Welfare 

Continued  from  page  3 

Margolis  said  people  working  in  Legal 
Services  from  around  the  state  will  meet  to 
plan  assistance  for  people  who  previously 
would  have  qualified  for  General  Relief.  She 
grimly  noted,  however,  “General  Relief  has 
really  been  the  program  of  last  resort.” 

The  HOME  Coalition  in  Boston  is 
sponsoring  a  public  meeting  with  state  Rep. 
Thomas  Finneran  (D-Boston),  chair  of  the 
House  Ways  and  Means  Committee,  Monday, 
Oct.  21,  6:30  p.m.  at  the  Codman  Square 
Library,  Dorchester.  Q 

New  York 

Continued  from  page  3 
sterilization. 

The  report  also  cited  other  studies, 
previous  and  on-going,  involving  thousands 
of  patients  of  HIV-positive  health  care 
workers,  all  of  which  revealed  no  infection 
of  patients  through  medical  procedures.  Two 
recent  New  York  case  studies,  involving  a 
dentist  and  an  emergency  room  physician 
with  HTV,  involved  testing  1300  patients  and 
failed  to  show  evidence  of  any  transmission. 

‘Natural  concern* 

New  York — refrerred  to  as  the  epicenter  of 
the  HIV  pandemic — has  perhaps  as  many  as 
one-fourth  of  the  HIV-infected  people  in  the 
country,  according  to  Cuomo.  “[The  policy] 
is  intended  to  satisfy  the  natural  concern  of 
the  public  on  the  issue,”  Cuomo  stressed. 

To  that  end,  the  plan  calls  a  state  panel  to 
evaluate  HIV-infected  health  care  workers, 
based  on  the  premise  that  HIV  infection 
alone  does  not  justify  limiting  a  health  care 
worker’s  professional  duties.  The  panel’s 
uniform  evaluation  criteria  for  individual 
health  care  workers,  which  has  yet  to  be 
developed,  would  include  considerations  of 
physical  and  mental  competence, 
suseptibility  to  infectious  diseases  and 
compliance  with  universal  precautions. 

The  report  stresses  that  if  the  panel  deans 
that  HIV-postive  health  care  workers’ 
practices  should  be  restricted,  other  patioit 
care  activities,  even  if  they  require  job 
retraining,  should  be  encouraged  so  that 
health  care  providers  can  continue  to  use 
their  skills. 

Failure  of  a  health  care  worker  to  adopt 
limitations  handed  down  by  the  panel  could 
lead  to  charges  of  misconduct  and  license 
revocation. 

“There  are  some  questions  about  this  part 
of  the  proposal,  which  will  be  handled  as  the 
panel  guidelines  are  developed,”  said  the 
GMHC’s  Eng. 

The  Department  of  Health 
recommendations  are  subject  to  a  30-day 
public  comment  period  before  being  ended. 
Some  aspects  of  the  proposal  require 
legislative  approval.  Eng  expressed 
confidence  that  the  legislature  would  enact 
those  aspects.  “Based  on  the  climate  here, 
and  with  the  backing  of  the  Governor,  the 
Department  of  Health,  the  [New  York  City  ] 
Health  Commissioner,  and  other  legislators,  I 
think  the  chances  in  the  legislature  are  pretty 
good,”  said  Eng. 

Whether  New  York  can  influence  in  the 
ongoing  state-  and  national-level  debates 
over  health  care  workers  and  HIV  testing  is 
unclear.  According  to  the  New  York  Times, 
right  wing  critics  of  the  state  proposal 
similarly  charge  that  it  is  New  York’s 
proposal  that  is  the  result  of  political 
pressure — from  gay  and  lesbian 
communities  within  the  state. 

—filed  from  Boston 
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Roner  &  Cain 

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
•  Wills  &  Estate  Planning 
•  Living  Wills  &  Medical  Directives 
•  Criminal  Defense  &  OUI/DWI 
Personal  Injury  &  Worker's  Comp  •  Bankruptcy 

One  Beacon  Street,  Suite  1 100  TEL  (617)  367-1800 

Boston,  MA  02108  FAX  (617)  367-4335 


COSTUME  CLEARANCE  SALE 

ACT  II  CLOSEOUT  SALE 

COSTUMES  OF  ALL  KINDS 
FROM  READY-MADE  TO  VINTAGE,  ALSO: 

SECONDHAND  GOWNS,  HATS,  HATS,  HATS... 

A  plethora  of  accessories,  and  much,  much  more! 

COME  AND  SEE! 

Hours:  Monday-Friday  1  lam  -  8pm  •  Saturday  10am  -8pm  •  Sunday  Noon-6  pm 
Open  late  the  week  of  Halloween  for  costume  emergencies! ! 

ACT  II  1297  Cambridge  Street  in  Inman  Square,  Cambridge  (617)  492-4792 
We're  making  room  for  Dragonfly fine vintage  clothing  and  relics 
...  opening  in  November! 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


SOMERVILLE,  MASSACHUSETTS  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


1991  VETERANS  DAY  WALK  TO  SUPPORT  THE 
10,728  MEN  AND  WOMEN  VETERANS  WITH  AIDS 

TIME:  11:00  AM 

DATE:  November  11, 1991-  Veterans  Day 
MEETING  PLACE:  Hynes  Veterans  Auditorium 

Money  raised  will  be  used  to  open  an  AIDS  prevention 
storefront  near  the  Pine  St.  Inn  with  a  primary  focus  on  our 
hundreds  of  veterans  who  are  HIV  positive  or  have  AIDS. 

For  walk  information  and 
pledge  sheet,  please  write  or  call: 

NATIONAL  AIDS  BRIGADE,  P.0.  BOX  201 
492  EAST  BROADWAY,  BOSTON,  MA 
02127  (617)  269-8236 


Sweet  Honey  In  The  Rock 

Friday,  November  8  at  8pm  •  Symphony  Hall 

301  Mass  Avenue,  Boston 

Tickets  $22.  $19,  $15  available  at  the  Box  Office  617/  266-1200  also  at  Arborway  Video  (JP),  Newbury  Comics 
(Harvard  Square),  Skippy  White’s  (Boston/Cambridge),  Wood  and  Strings  (Arlington) 

CHARGE  BY  PHONE 

Symphony!  liarge  617/  266-1200  Ticket  Master  617/  931-2000 


h  THE  TROUBLE  WITH 

Looking  for 


HOMOSEXUALITY  IN  THE  BODY 


Continued  from  page  1 

So  there  is  a  definitional  difference  between 
bad  science  in  a  moral  sense  which  is  often 
named  so  in  hindsight,  and  bad  science  labelled 
as  such  by  other  scientists  because  the 
researcher’s  original  hypothesis  is  bad,  his  or 
her  methods  are  bad,  or  the  findings  from  the 
research  didn’t  adequately  prove  anything. 

Given  these  two  somewhat  different 
definitions — which  of  course  overlap  in  many 
instances — I  try  to  call  into  question  the 
distinction  between  “good”  science  and  “bad” 
science  when  I  am  analyzing  studies  of 
sexuality,  and  especially  “deviant”  sexuality  for 
two  reasons.  First,  it  is  easy  to  dismiss  much  of 
sexology  as  “pseudoscience”  and  then 
conclude  that  it  is  insignificant  and  has  no 
influence  on  the  “real”  sciences  (like  biology, 
endocrinology  or  neuroanatomy).  This,  of 
course,  would  be  a  big  mistake.  And  secondly, 
even  if  the  findings  from  studies  of  sexuality 
are  laughable  in  light  of  what  we  now  know 
and  experience — like  a  finding  from  the  1930s 
which  said  that  lesbians  have  more  body  hair 
than  straight  women — these  kinds  of  studies 
form  the  foundation  upon  which  much  of  the 
present  scientific  research  on  homosexuality  is 
based.  That  is,  scientists  are  still  looking  for 
that  mysterious  and  elusive  element  that  makes 
homos  essentially  different,  and  they  are 
willing  to  search  high  and  low  for  this 
ingredient 

KED:  Can  you  place  Simon  LeVay’s  study  of 
the  brains  of  gay  men  in  the  context  of  these 
questions  of  good  and  bad  science  and 
science’s  approach  to  the  "homosexual 
question?"  [LeVay's  study  was  concerned  with 
four  nuclei  in  the  hypothalamus  region  of  the 
brain,  called  IN  AH  1,2,3  and  4.  LeVay  found 
that  1NAH  3 — presumed  to  be  the  nucleus 
correlated  to  sexual  orientation — exhibited  a 
different  scattering  of  cells  in  18  homosexual 
men  and  1  bisexual  man  who  had  so  declared 
themselves  before  death,  versus  17 
"presumed”  heterosexuals  (six  of  whom  died 
of  AIDS,  10  from  other  causes),  and  nine 
"presumed"  heterosexual  women,  (one  of 
whom  died  of  AIDS).]  I  mean,  in  talking  to 
Simon  LeVay,  I  was  really  stuck  by  how 
ahistorical  he  purported  his  question  to  be.  He 
made  it  out  to  be  just  his  personal  quest  to  find 
out  why  he  is  gay.  Isn't  there  a  less  innocent 
history  of  scientists  looking  at  homosexuality? 

JT:  I  don’t  know  what  you  mean  by 
innocent.  He  is  in  some  ways  very  innocent  in 
the  sense  that  he  is  not  unlike  a  lot  of  gay 
people  who  have  participated  in  scientific 
efforts  to  try  and  find  out  what  is  different 
about  us.  But  then  he  is  also  a  scientist,  and 
scientists  of  his  stature  often  occupy  the 
omniscient  and  ahisotrical  position  of  just 
looking  for  truth,  as  if  what  counts  as  “truth" 
were  not  somehow  contingent  on  lots  of 
historically  and  culturally  specific  conditions. 

Why  are  we  curious  about  what  makes  us 
different?  Why  do  we  have  a  stake  in  showing 
that  it  is  a  biological  factor?  What  kinds  of 
pressures  do  we  as  gay  people  feel  in  this 
world  to  explain — and  give  a  legitimate  and 
acceptable  explanation — for  why  we  exist  and 
do  what  we  do?  LeVay  is  in  a  complex 
situation  because  on  the  one  hand  he  states 
quite  openly  that,  like  other  gay  people,  he  is 
curious  about  why  and  how  he  is  different; 
hence,  he  is  innocent  But  on  the  other  hand,  he 
plays  the  impartial  scientist  working  with 
carefully  designed  and  objective  research 
methods  to  arrive  at  some  plausible  truth;  in 
this  role  he  is  certainly  not  innocent  but  a  well- 
trained  reputable  expert 

If  we  think  historically  about  LeVay’s  own 
personal  “innocent"  quest,  it  fits  into  a  history 
dating  back  to  the  late  19th  century  when  the 
great  German  sex  researcher,  Magnus 
Hirschfeld,  set  out  to  show  scientifically  that 
homosexuals  were  essentially  different  with  the 
hope  that  social  and  legal  benevolence  would 
follow. 

What  I  would  say  at  the  outset  about  the 
whole  range  of  these  kinds  of  studies  looking 
for  homosexuality  in  the  body  is  that  they  have 
always  taken  as  their  point  of  departure  the 
quest  for  what  makes  homosexuals  different. 
From  whom?  From  heterosexuals  whose  sexual 


Interview  conducted  by  Kathryn  Diaz 

Jennifer  Terry  is  a  historian  of  sexuality.  She  received  her 
doctorate  from  the  University  of  California/Santa  Cruz;  her- 
dissertation  is  titled  Siting  Homosexuality:  A  History  of 
Surveillance  and  the  Construction  of  Deviant  Subjects,  1935- 
1950.  She  is  also  the  author  of  “Lesbians  Under  the  Medical 
Gaze:  Scientists  Search  for  Remarkable  Differences,” 
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editor  with  Jacqueline  Urla,  of  the  forthcoming  Deviant 
Bodies:  Scientific  Constructions  of  Pathologized  Subjects. 
Terry  is  currently  a  post-doctoral  fellow  at  Brown  University. 

I  interviewed  Terry  in  September  as  part  of  my  research  for  a 
GCN  article  about  Simon  LeVay’s  study  of  gay  men’s  brain 
cells.  (See  GCN,  Oct.  6-12,  1991).  What  follows  is  the  result 
of  that  conversation,  encompassing  a  critique  of  LeVay’s 
methods  and  motives,  as  well  as  a  discussion  of  the 
nature  of  sexuality  itself. 


orientation  is  virtually  never  approached  as  a 
problem  to  be  solved  or  a  strange  phenomenon 
to  be  explained.  After  all,  we  could  ask  what 
makes  heterosexuals  do  such  a  bizarre  thing  as 
desire  and  pursue  sex  with  members  of  the 
opposite  sex?  But  generally  scientists  don’t  ask 
this  question. 

In  other  words,  heterosexuality  is  the  norm 
and  homosexuality  is  the  puzzling  deviation. 
How  did  homosexuality  come  to  be?  Why  do 
we  find  it  in  the  population?  What  is  its 
significance?  Is  it  increasing?  These  questions 
are  virtually  never  asked  about  heterosexuality, 
at  least  not  until  very  recently.  In  the  case  of 
homosexuality,  it  is  usually  regarded  not  as 
benign  difference  like  left-handedness,  but  as 
pathology.  So  the  point  of  departure  in  many  of 
these  studies  historically  has  been:  What  is 
wrong  with — not  simply  what  is  different 
about — lesbians  and  gay  men?  While  LeVay 
went  looking  for  difference  (or  more 
specifically  what  makes  him  different),  many 
will  read  his  study  as  what  makes  homosexuals 
defective? 

KED:  I  assume  most  of  the  early 
researchers  were  heterosexual? 

JT:  Yes,  but  interestingly,  there  is  a  long 
history  of  homosexual  men  and  to  a  lesser 
degree  lesbians  taking  part  in  some  of  these 
investigations.  I  can  summarize  what  I  think 
are  four  main  types  of  studies  in  the  history  of 
looking  for  homosexuality  in  the  body  and 
these  tend  to  cluster  around  certain  techniques 
and  expertise. 

First,  many  studies  from  the  late  19th  and 


early  20lh  century  were  aimed  at  identifying 
what  were  called  “constitutional”  differences. 
Doctors  and  physical  anthropologists  took  a 
look  at  a  person’s  overall  body  architecture 
measuring  things  like  torso-leg  rations,  pelvic 
width,  shoulder  span,  muscle  density  and  fat 
distribution  to  determine  what  type  of  person 
he  or  she  was. 

From  measurements  done  on  many  different 
people,  these  scientists  tried  to  assemble  a 
taxonomy  of  body  types  (called 
“somatotypes”),  which  could  sort  people 
roughly  based  on  their  race,  ethnicity,  sex  and 
personality.  They  believed  that  you  could  find  a 
correlation  between  the  bodily  constitution  and 
behavior  patterns.  Hence,  this  was  a  method 
used  to  classify  various  kinds  of  “social 
deviants”  including  criminals  and  homosexuals 
according  to  particular  body  types.  The  whole 
point  was  to  be  able  to  “read”  a  person’s  body 
in  order  to  figure  out  whether  they  posed  a 
threat  to  society. 

KED:  Did  they  already  put  homosexuals  in 
a  category,  with  specific  attributes,  or  did  they 
say  we're  going  to  look  at  all  deviants,  for 
example  those  incarcerated,  to  predict  who  was 
what? 

JT:  In  certain  studies  there  was  an  attempt  to 
get  a  group  of  people  who  were  already 
identified  as  homosexuals  and  often  the  ideal 
subject  population  was  men  arrested  and  jailed 
for  crimes  associated  with  homosexuality  such 
as  sodomy,  exhibitionism,  sex  solicitation  or 
“gross  indecency.”  They  were  ideal  because  the 
scientists  presumed  from  the  outset  that  they 
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were  looking  at  gay  men,  and  they  wouldn’t 
need  to  pick  them  out  of  the  crowd.  It  wasn’t 
like  the  scientists  could  put  a  group  of  50  men 
together  and  then  determine  who  were  the 
thieves  and  who  were  the  homosexuals. 
Instead,  they  were  hoping  to  establish 
correlations  between  certain  bodily  features 
and  deviant  behaviors. 

In  fact,  LeVay’s  study  resembles  some 
aspects  of  these  constitutional  studies  because 
they  both  started  out  with  a  group  of  subjects 
whose  sexual  orientation  was  presumably 
known  by  the  researchers.  Thus,  if  they  found 
anything  that  was  anatomically  different  about 
the  gay  subjects,  they  could  chalk  it  up  to 
homosexuality  rather  than  other  possible 
explanations  like  nutrition  or  organic  disease, 
or  cultural/social  factors. 

The  constitutional  studies  were  popular  in 
the  early  20th  century  through  the  eugenics 
movement,  the  1930s  and  even  the  1940s.  In 
fact,  you  can  even  find  vestiges  of  such  studies 
in  the  1980s  when  a  study  was  reported  in 
Archives  of  Sexual  Behaviour  on  lesbians  in 
Texas  wham  the  researcher  concluded  had 
narrower  hips,  more  muscle  and  less  fat  than 
heterosexual  women.  (Surprise!  Lesbian  in 
Dallas  are  joining  the  gym!)  Interestingly 
enough,  this  study  was  done  with  voluntary 
lesbian  subjects  who  were  also  curious  about 
what  made  them  different  from  the  so-called 
general  population,  and  there  was  no 
heterosexual  control  group. 

KED:  And  the  second  type  of  investigation? 

JT:  Starting  in  the  1920s  and  really  building 
momentum  in  the  1960s  to  the  present, 
hormonal  studies  have  been  very  fashionable 
among  scientists  searching  for  how 
homosexuals  and  heterosexuals  are  different. 
Initially  these  were  very  speculative  and 
expensive  and,  to  my  knowledge,  most  of  the 
early  hormonal  studies  were  conducted  on 
men,  not  lesbians. 

KED:  And  were  the  male  participants  doing 
so  as  volunteers  or  because  they  were  forced  to 
because  they  were  incarcerated? 

JT:  “Forced”  is  a  problematic  term,  but  in 
most  of  the  hormonal  studies  that  I  know  of, 
the  subjects  were  not  incarcerated  or  directly 
coerced.  Often  these  studies  offer  subjects 
certain  benefits  like  regular  health 
examinations  and  even  occasionally  some 
money.  Some  of  the  hormonal  studies  aimed  at 
trying  to  understand  sexual  variance  have  been 
conducted  on  candidates  for  sex  changes, 
before  and  after  their  operations. 

I  am  just  guessing  that  since  homosexual 
men  were  mostly  the  subjects  of  these  kinds  of 
studies,  scientists  were  more  curious  about  gay 
men  and  less  curious  about  lesbians.  But  I 
think  it  is  also  difficult  for  mostly  male 
scientists  to  persuade  lesbians  to  take  part  in 
these  kinds  of  studies,  let  alone  to  figure  out 
how  to  contact  dykes  in  the  first  place. 

I  know  of  one  hormonal  study  that  was 
proposed  in  the  early  1980s  in  New  York  City 
and  intended  to  be  co-sexual  with  half  of  the 
subjects  being  gay  men  and  the  other  half 
lesbians.  The  researchers  had  to  drop  the 
lesbian  part  of  the  study  because  they  just 
couldn’t  get  enough  dykes  to  participate.  I 
think  that  raises  very  interesting  questions 
about  the  different  ways  LeVay’s  study  is 
received  by  gay  men  compared  to  what  lots  of 
lesbian  think  of  it,  given  the  often  different 
ways  gay  men  and  lesbians  come  to  their 
sexual  awakenings. 

KED:  And  what  is  the  third  type  of 
investigation? 

JT:  These  brain  studies  out  of  which 
LeVay's  work  is  generated.  They’re  not  brand 
new,  since  they  incorporate  some  of  the 
hormonal  studies  and  the  field  of 
endocrinology,  but  they  are  looking  specifically 
at  the  brain  as  a  site  where  sexual  orientation 
will  be  identified  or  located. 

The  fourth  type  of  investigation  has  to  do 
with  studies  looking  for  chromosomal  and 
Continued  on  page  8 
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genetic  factors  that  may  be  correlated  to 
homosexuality.  Of  course,  there  have  been 
many  hereditary  studies  searching  for 
“deviant”  characteristics  in  family  histories  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  since  Krafft-Ebing  wrote 
his  famous  Psychopcuhia  Sexualis  in  1887,  like 
whether  or  not  one’s  grandmother  being 
sadistic,  one’s  father  being  alcoholic,  or  one’s 
aunt  being  alcoholic  or  even  an  artist  may 
explain  why  somebody  was  homosexual.  New 
studies  searching  for  chromosomal  and  genetic 
patterns  believed  to  be  common  to  gay  people 
are  more  recent  and,  as  yet,  have  produced  very 
few  published  findings. 

KED:  Do  these  four  types  of  investigations 
indicate  a  progression? 

JT:  Each  of  these  techniques  emerge  from 
particular  historical  circumstances  with 
particular  understandings  of  the  body.  In  the 
early  constitutional  studies  you  see  the  body 
understood  as  a  whole  unit  housed  by  an 
architecture  of  bones  and  muscles,  and  of 
course,  with  facial  expressions  that  might 
reveal  homosexuality.  And  when  you  get  to  the 
hormonal  studies,  the  body  is  figured  as  a 
cybernetic  system — something  feminist 
historian  of  science:  Donna  Haraway  [author  of 
Primate  Visions:  Gender,  Race,  and  Nature  in 
the  World  of  Modern  Science]  talks  a  lot  about. 

She  situates  endocrinology  in  this  context 
where  the  body  comes  to  be  seen  in  terms  of  a 
stimulus-response  feedback  system  subject  to 
certain  unbalancing  stresses.  What  that  means 
for  homosexuality  is  that  depending  on  the 
stimulus,  you  can  have  a  really  different 
outcome  so  that,  for  example,  if  your  mother 
had  a  testosterone  rush  during  pregnancy  you 
might  be  more  inclined  to  be  a  lesbian, 
according  to  one  hormonal  study. 

KED:  Has  that  ever  been  proven?!  Were  the 
shifts  between  these  types  of  investigations 
because  the  scientific  results  never  panned  out 
or  because  of  forces  within  larger  society  made 
certain  scientific  approaches  unacceptable? 

JT:  The  constitutional  studies  became  so 
problematic  that  they  collapsed  under  the 
weight  of  their  own  weaknesses  scientifically. 
But  as  I  said,  it  isn’t  as  though  they  have  died 
out  entirely. 

The  hormonal  studies  are  interesting  because 
they  continue  to  be  fashionable  no  matter  how 
speculative  and  weak  they  are  scientifically. 
Even  when  they  are  half-baked,  they  always 
seem  to  make  it  to  the  front  page  of  the  New 
York  Times  as  all  the  news  that’s  fit  to  print 
because  there  is  a  hungry  audience  ready  to 
swallow  the  idea  of  hormonal  explanations. 
Recent  scientific  inventions  like  PMS 
(premenstrual  syndrome)  have  made  the 
American  mainstream  public  more  susceptible 
to  believing  that  hormones  may  contain  other 
secrets  to  explain  our  behavior. 

The  four  approaches  I  mentioned  emerge 
from  particular  historical  moments  when 
certain  technologies  make  it  possible  to 
conduct  these  elaborate  searches  for 
homosexuality.  Just  watch,  next  thing  you 
know  we  will  have  PET  and  CAT  scans  that 
gaze  upon  the  remote  regions  of  the 
hypothalamus  just  as  we  have  satellite  missions 
to  Mars.  Science  has  lots  of  toys  and  loves 
adventures. 

KED:  It  sounds  so  cliched—as  you  brought 
up  before —  to  say  that  lesbians  have  more 
testosterone  or  that  gay  men  have  more 
estrogen.  Is  there  any  truth  to  it? 

JT:  There  have  been  some  studies  where 
these  patterns  have  been  noted,  but  frequently 
they  don’t  include  decent  control  groups  and 
often  they  don’t  really  know  what  to  say  about 
those  lesbians,  for  example,  who  have  greater 
than  average  levels  of  estrogen.  One  of  the  best 
moments  I  had  in  doing  dissertation  research 
was  when  I  came  upon  a  quote  from  one  doctor 
in  the  1930s  who  opposed  this  kind  of 
hormonal  explanation  for  homosexuality.  He 
said,  “the  testicle  of  a  stallion  has  500  times  the 
female  hormone  as  a  sexually  matured  female. 
Certainly  no  one  would  think  of  the  stallion  as 
a  homosexual.”  Historically,  hormonal 
scientists  have  had  a  very  hard  time  making 
their  data  match  their  cultural  assumptions. 

What  you  often  find  in  more  recent 
hormonal  studies  is  the  assertion  that 
homosexuality  results  from  prenatal  conditions 
such  as  the  mother  of  a  homosexual  person 
undergoing  some  kind  of  stress.... 

KED:  Blame  the  mother  again. 

JT:  Yes,  it  is  like  the  hysterical  mother  or 
worse,  the  mannish  mother  who  is  a  woman 
with  supposedly  more  testosterone  no  matter 
what  her  sexual  orientation  is,  straight  or  gay. 
She  is  seen  as  creating  a  uterine  environment 
that  later  causes  her  child  to  grow  up  and  be  a 
lesbian.  Of  course,  I  guess  a  different  kind  of 
stress  would  cause  a  boy  to  become  gay.  Yes, 
as  I  see  it,  this  places  the  onus  on  the  mother. 

KED:  Were  studies  ever  done  on  the 
genitalia  of  homosexuals  to  determine  if  these 
were  different  from  heterosexuals? 

JT:  I  know  of  some  studies  where  gay  men’s 
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penises  and  testicles  were  measured  and  their 
anal  sphincters  were  inspected  for  degrees  of 
elasticity  presumably  to  determine  whether 
they  took  it  up  the  butt  often  or  not.  Guess 
what?  The  researchers  concluded  after 
examining  about  40  gay  men  that  homosexual 
men  tend  to  have  either  unusually  long  or 
unusually  short  penises,  never  average  or 
normal.  They  didn’t  speculate  on  why  this  was 
so  and  they  concluded  nothing  about  the 
assholes. 

There  is  one  extraordinary  study  that  was 
done  on  close  to  40  lesbians’  genitals  during 
the  1930s  called  “the  gynecology  of 
homosexuality”  where  doctors  tried  to  come  up 
with  a  list  of  characteristics  that  were  signs  of 
lesbianism.  The  doctors  left  open  the  question 
of  which  distinguishing  features  were  acquired 
through  heredity  and  which  through  what  they 
called  “sex  play.”  They  concluded  that  lesbians 
have  longer  labia  and  clitorises,  and  well  as 
more  erectile  nipples,  probably  due  to  lots  of 
good  sex,  because  they  also  found  that  about 
99.9  percent  of  these  women  were  orgasmic 
and  really  enjoyed  lesbian  sex. 

LeVay  gets  hung  up  on  that  same  question  as 
to  whether  the  smaller  INAH3  region  of  the 
gay  male  hypothalamus  was  inherited  or 
acquired.  Is  it  something  they  are  bom  with  or 
does  it  just  not  grow  in  the  course  of  their 
development,  or  is  it  arrested  from  growing 
through  homosexual  practices?  Depending  on 
what  position  you  take — and  LeVay  says  it 
could  be  either —  it  has  huge  implications  for 
whether  you  entertain  the  notion  ot  cure  or 
prevention.  Because  if  something  is  acquired 
through  experience,  presumably  you  could 
interrupt  that  behavior  and  stop  it  from 
happening,  even  though  LeVay  and  others  who 
are  embracing  his  study  say  “this  is  not  about  a 
cure.” 

KED:  In  addition  to  his  inspiration  being 
himself,  he  felt  that  he  couldn't  do  the  study 
until  other  people  did  studies  of  rats  and 
monkeys.  Is  there  a  history  of  transposing 
animal  "deviance"  onto  humans,  or  is  this 
new? 

JT:  It’s  not  new  and  in  fact  a  lot  of  the 
funded  sex  research  in  the  1920s  and  1930s 
was  on  animals.  It  was  harder  to  get  studies  on 
human  sexuality  funded  than  it  was  to  study 
fruit  fly  sexuality  and  primates  and,  of  course, 
there  are  lots  and  lots  of  rat  studies. 

KED:  What  are  we  to  make  of  these 
studies? 

JT:  Drawing  analogies  from  animal 
behavior  to  explain  human  behavior  is 
intensely  problematic  especially  when  it  comes 
to  sexuality.  In  doing  so,  you  dramatically 
reduce  the  influences  of  all  kinds  of  human 
faculties,  not  to  mention  overlooking  the 
immense  variety  of  ways  of  expressing 
sexuality  across  cultures  and  historical  periods. 
Researchers  have  proposed  that  we  can  learn 
something  about  human  homosexuality  by 
studying  homosexuality  in  monkey  or  rat 
communities.  But  they  often  bring  to  these 
animal  studies  a  culturally  specific  definition  of 
homosexuality  that  they  borrow  from  human 
social  organization. 

For  example,  they  set  conditions  that  they 
believe  simulate  a  gay  community  first  by 
removing  all  the  females  (they  don’t  do  much 
on  lesbianism  among  monkeys)  and  then  by 
adding  more  males  to  overcrowd  the  cage.  Lo 
and  behold,  the  males  start  humping  each 
other!  These  kinds  of  studies  have  been  used  to 
say  that  homosexuality  is  just  a  matter  of 
overcrowding  and  sex  segregation  and  if  we 
just  regulate  the  population... 

KED:  And  that's  why  all  the  queers  live  in 
the  city! 

JT:  Something  like  that.  LeVay  relies  on 
studies  on  monkeys  that  focus  on  mounting 
behavior,  one  of  the  signs  of  what  they  call 
“male-typical”  behavior.  So,  if  we  go  along 
with  that,  in  terms  of  your  question  of  what  it 
means  to  use  animal  studies,  then  we’re 
assuming  that  male-typical  behavior  is  always 
mounting  and  male  equals  dominance.  Now, 
there  are  a  lot  of  people  in  the  culture  who 
would  go  along  with  that — but  then  men  who 
have  other  ways  of  expressing  sexuality  are 
cast  as  deviant 

It  doesn’t  leave  much  room  for  sexual 
creativity,  nor  for  social  change  if  you  say  that 
for  all  time  and  across  all  species  it  has  been 
that  way.  These  monkey  and  rat  studies  assume 
a  very  limited  notion  of  heterosexuality. 
Basically,  because  they  see  male  mounting  as 
the  identifying  feature  of  heterosexuality,  what 
we  have  in  man-on-top-get-it-over-with-quick 
missionary  position  fucking.  Clearly,  the  worst 
aspect  of  these  studies  is  that  female  sexuality 
is  defined  in  terms  of  passivity. 

One  of  the  monkey  studies  LeVay  relies  on 
says  that  if  you  oblate  the  hypothalamus  region 
governing  the  difference  between  males  and 
females  (not  the  region  said  to  govern  sexual 
orientation),  the  male  monkey  stops  mounting 
either  females  or  weaker  males  but  continues 
to  masturbate.  He  doesn’t  show  a  decline  in  sex 
drive  but  he  shows  a  significant  shift  in  sexual 
outlet.  This  finding  suggests  that  a  smaller  or 
damaged  hypothalamus  region  in  males  causes 
nonreproductive  behavior,  whether  it  is  auto¬ 
erotic  or  homosexual.  LeVay  relies  on  this  kind 
of  finding  to  ground  his  search  for  a  region 
governing  sexual  orientation. 
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JCAHO  Accredited  Located  In  Southern  California 


Spencer  Recovery  Centers 


As  an  Alcoholic, 
Getting  Tested  Was  a 
Sobering  Experience. 


"My  biggest  fear  around 
getting  tested  was  that  I 
would  start  drinking  again  if 
the  result  was  positive.  For 
me.  staying  sober  was  hard 
enough  without  adding  HIV 
to  the  picture. 

"Then  at  an  AA  meeting 
one  guy  said  that  finding  out 
he  was  HIV  positive  actually 
made  him  decide  to  come 
clean  and  start  valuing  his 
health  much  more.  I'd  never 
thought  of  it  that  way.  but 
it  made  sense.  Knowing  my 
HIV  status  is  as  important 
to  my  health  as  quitting 
drinking.  Now  I'm  trying  to 
take  care  of  my  whole  self, 
including  staying  sober  and 
getting  tested." 


AIDS  ACTION  Hotline 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
Alternative  Test  Site  Program 
Alcoholics  Anonymous 


(617)  536-7733 
(617)  267-0159 
(617)  727-6971 
(617)  426-9444 


Paid  for  by  the  AIDS  ACTION  Committee  of  Mass. 

This  ad  designed  by  AIDS  Prevention  Project  of  Seattle. 


Brain 

Continued  from  page  8 

Both  this  study  and  LeVay’s — besides 
reducing  the  complexity  of  homosexuality — in 
fact  construct  a  very  narrow  form  of 
heterosexuality,  making  pathological  or 
somehow  abnormal  practices  that  are  not  aimed 
at  reproduction.  The  entire  range  of 
possibilities  for  heterosexual  sex  are  limited  to 
reproduction  and  that’s  an  old  story. 

KED:  One  of  the  best  kept  secrets  is  how 
much  straight  men  love  getting  fucked.  Of 
course,  lots  of  people  whatever  their 
persuasion  like  anal  penetration.  And  what  of 
the  fact  that  in  his  study  he  speculates  that 
since  his  homosexual  subjects  died  of  AIDS, 
they  were  more  likely  to  be  bottoms?  How  does 
that  fit  in  here? 

JT:  He  was  concerned  that  he’d  get 
criticized  by  scientists  for  relying  on  his  subject 
population,  that  gay  men  who  died  of  AIDS 
would  more  likely  be  promiscuous  and  anal 
receptive.  Rather  than  shattering  that 
stereotype — which  he  had  the  opportunity  to 
do — he  says  that,  in  fact,  most  gay  men  are  or 
were  (pre-AIDS)  promiscuous  and  anal 
receptive,  as  well  as  insertive. 

KED:  I  was  struck  by  how  this  touches  upon 
gender  roles.  Whats  the  point  of  studying  this 
when  people  have  millions  of  experiences  and 
you  could  never,  ever  lake  into  account 
everyone?  How  can  we  even  talk  about  this  or 
try  and  learn  about  these  often  thorny  and 
charged  issues? 

JT:  LeVay’s  recent  research  on  the 
hypothalamus  fits  into  a  long  history,  along 
with  other  studies  over  the  past  100  years 
aimed  at  locating  homosexuality  in  the  body. 
Most  of  these  confuse  sexual  orientation  with 
gender  roles.  Early  studies  of  homosexuality 
defined  it  as  “sex  inversion,”  and  looked  for 
relative  degrees  of  masculinity  in  women  and 
femininity  in  men,  believing  that  those  were 
signifiers  of  homosexuality. 

Homosexuality  was  seen  as  an  effect  or 
result  of  gender  inversion.  People  were  deviant 
if  they  didn’t  act  in  an  appropriate  manner  for 
their  sex.  In  other  words,  the  fact  that  a  girl 
who  likes  to  play  with  guns  grows  up  and 
won’t  clean  the  house  is  directly  linked  to  her 
desire  for  other  women  because,  in  short,  she 
was  acting  like  a  man.  That  legacy  of 
collapsing  homosexuality  onto  gender 
categories  persists  and  LeVay’s  research 
demonstrates,  this  ongoing  confusion.  What  he 
says  is  that  homosexual  men  and  straight 
women  have  something  in  common  (smaller 
INAH3s).  One  can  conclude  from  his  study 
that  gay  men  are  more  like  women  than  they 
are  like  heterosexual  men,  at  least  in  this 
respect.  It  plays  into  stereotypes  of  gay  men  as 
effeminate  sissies,  and  doesn’t  account  for 
butch  gay  men. 

KED:  Who  may  also  be  bottoms! 

JT:  And  straight  women  who  are  aggressive 
or  “active.”  And  lipstick  lesbians  who  like  to 
be  “mounted”  but  not  by  men.  You  get  the  idea. 
It  is  important  to  sort  out  all  of  the  different 
ways  of  thinking  about  sexual  expression.  We 
have  gender  roles  like  butch  and  femme  or 
masculine  and  feminine,  we  have  sexual 
orientation,  which  has  to  do  with  the  sex  you 
want  to  do  it  with,  and  then  we  have  sexual 
mode,  which  relates  to  the  position  you  want  to 
take  up  in  any  given  sexual  relationship,  such 
as  active  or  passive  or  in  leather  vernacular,  top 
or  bottom. 

Any  one  of  the  features  of  these  categories 
can  change  with  any  given  situation  you  find 
yourself  in  sexually,  or  you  can  be  pretty  clear 
on  your  preferences.  But  in  any  case,  many  of 
us  do  not  fit  the  neat  package  and  we  create 
problems  for  these  narrow-minded  and 
uncreative  scientists  who  don’t  have  a  clue 
about,  for  example,  where  to  categorize  the 
heterosexual  man  who  likes  to  be  penetrated  by 
his  top  mistress  who  wears  a  dildo. 

When  LeVay  tells  us  how  he  knows  certain 
men  in  his  study  were  heterosexual,  he 
ironically  relies  on  Alfred  Kinsey’s  report  on 
male  sexuality  published  in  the  late-1940s.  I 
say  this  is  ironic  because  LeVay  uses  Kinsey  to 
say  that  there  is  a  statistical  preponderance  of 
heterosexual  men  in  the  U.S.  and  so,  even 
though  he  cannot  verify  that  his  so-called 
heterosexual  subjects  were  indeed  straight,  they 
probably  were  because  most  men  are. 

Apparently  he  read  Kinsey  very 
idiosyncratically  since  Kinsey’s  statistics 
showed  something  far  more  complicated, 
namely,  that  about  one-third  of  all  the  men  had 
homosexual  relations  to  orgasm  as  adults  even 
if  they  didn’t  identify  as  homosexuals  or 
bisexuals. 

You  also  find  this  kind  of  complexity  in 
many  recent  epidemiological  studies  geared 
toward  understanding  modes  of  HIV 
transmission  where  self-proclaimed 
heterosexual  men  actually  have  gay  sex  on  the 
side.  In  other  words,  the  public  identities 
people  claim,  the  sexual  orientations  and  their 
sexual  behaviors  can  vary  dramatically  and 
appear  to  be  contradictory  within  the 
population,  in  one’s  own  life  experience  and,  of 
course,  across  cultures  and  historical  periods. 

Another  problem  with  LeVay’s  study  is  that 
he  doesn’t  have  a  very  clear  understanding  of 
how  to  explain  bisexuality  either  as  an 
orientation  or  a  set  of  practices.  The  fact  that  he 
took  one  of  his  subjects,  a  bisexual,  and  placed 
him  in  the  gay  category  requires  some 
explanation  on  his  part,  not  only  according  to 
scientific  convention,  but  also  for  our  purposes 
of  thinking  about  the  cultural  significance  of 
this  study  for  lesbian  and  gay  communities. 
There’s  no  accounting  for  bisexuality. 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


KED:  I  think  LeVay  find  bisexuals,  those 
who  didn't  "know"  at  an  early  age,  and  all 
women  puzzling.  /  don't  think  he  knows  how  to 
approach  the  study  of  them.  He  certainly  can't 
identify  with  them,  which  does  bring  up  these 
painful  issues,  the  sexual  orientation  versus 
sexual  preference  debates.  He  did  acknowledge 
that  he  thinks  women’s  sexuality  may  be  more 
fluid.  I  asked  him  what  men  he  usually  talked 
with  and  he  admitted  that  they  were  white, 
educated  (as  he  put  it),  and  middle  class. 

From  a  gay  rights  standpoint  he  struck  me 
as  having  so  much  optimism. ..that  gay  and 
lesbian  people  needn't  be  threatened  by  such 
findings  as  his. 


'  JT:  He  can  try  to  assure  us  as  the  author  of 
the  study  that  it  won’t  go  to  bad  ends  but  it  is 
beyond  his  control  anyway.  There  are  historical 
examples  of  other  studies  that  were  conceived 
with  a  positive  goal  in  mind  but  which  resulted 
in  reinforcing  the  idea  that  homosexuals  are 
defective  and  socially  undesirable. 

In  1908,  Magnus  Hirschfeld  and  the 
Scientific  Humanitarian  Committee  in 
Germany  developed  a  questionnaire  to 
investigate  homosexuality  and  to  determine 
how,  not  if,  homosexuals  were  essentially 
different  from  heterosexuals  either  in  their 
minds  of  their  bodies.  Thousands  of  people 
answered  the  questionnaire  out  of  curiosity 
about  what  made  them  different  and  they  also 
wanted  to  provide  data  to  support  the 
decriminalization  of  homosexuality. 

You  see,  they  believed  that  if  homosexuality 
were  a  biological  matter,  it  should  not  be 
treated  as  a  crime,  nor  should  homosexuals  be 
seen  as  morally  culpable  for  their  sexual 
desires.  Nature  made  them  do  it.  The  Nazis, 
who  actually  hated  Hirschfeld  and  vandalized 
his  institute,  burning  almost  all  of  the  books, 
picked  up  on  as  aspect  of  his  work  that  had  to 
do  with  believing  homosexuals  were 
biologically  different.  Nazi  medicine  was 
obsessed  with  finding  differences:  how  the 
Jewish  body  was  different  and  degenerate;  how 
homosexuals  were  degenerate.  I  am  not 
suggesting  Hirschfeld  was  responsible  for  this. 
He  was  interested  in  developing  the  science  of 
the  time  that  focused  on  essential  differences 
between  people  to  make  a  progressive 
argument.  Some  would  say  LeVay  is  doing 
something  similar  today.  But  what  happened  to 
Hirschfeld’s  project  was  that  it  was  absorbed 
into  the  rationale  for  exterminating  millions  of 
people  who  were  seen  to  be  different  and 
defective  compared  to  the  master  race  which 
was,  of  course,  also  ideally  heterosexual. 

So  LeVay’s  faith  that  he  is  only  studying 
benign  difference,  like  left-handedness,  is 
extraordinarily  naive  historically  and  really 
gets  me  furious  because  it  erases  a  whole 
history  of  racism  in  this  country  as  well. 
Regardless  of  whether  you  show  there  is  an 
inherent  difference — color,  sex  or 
whatever — there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that 
this  will  be  the  grounds  for  equal  protection 
arguments  like  the  ones  used  in  race  or  sex 
discrimination  cases.  Technically,  women  and 
people  of  color  are  protected  by  the  14th 
Amendment  and  other  case  law  that  says  that 
they  cannot  be  discriminated  against  on  the 
basis  of  their  sex  or  race. 

Homosexuals  do  not  presently  have  this 
protection  under  law,  and  some  believe  that  if 
we  can  show  biological  immutability,  then  we 
have  a  better  shot  in  legal  battles  against 
homophobic  discrimination.  But  U.S.  culture  is 
very  racist  and  sexist  and  there  are  many 
everyday  forms  of  prejudice,  at  the 
interpersonal  level  and  the  structural  level  of 
social  institutions.  Only  a  tiny  portion  of  these 
assaults  find  their  way  into  courtrooms  mainly 
because  they  are  so  systemic  and  pervasive  and 
banal.  The  notion  that  some  groups  of  people 
are  inherently  different  from  the  “norm’'  is 
defined  in  terms  of  white  middle-  and 
upperclass  values,  which  understand  male- 
dominant  heterosexuality  as  healthy  and 
optimal. 

To  show  we  are  biologically  different  plays 
into  these  prejudices  that  assume  we  are  not  of 
the  same  order  as  heterosexuals,  but  are 
defective  versions  of  them.  LeVay  makes  his 
optimistic  statements  about  how  this  study  can 
help  gay  people  acquire  social  tolerance  and 
totally  overlooks  the  experience  of  those  who 
have  not  had  such  a  friendly  relationship  with 
science:  people  who  have  been  brought  into 
studies  to  be  looked  at  for  how  they  are 
deficient  or  pathological  based  on  their  race, 
their  class  status,  their  sex  or  their  homosexual 
desire. 

For  him  not  to  pay  attention  to  this  history  is 
really  a  big  problem.  And  I  think  it  will  be 
interesting  to  see  who  in  the  gay  community 
welcomes  his  study  optimistically  because  I 
would  suggest  that  they  might  not  really  have  a 
clear  idea  historically  how  this  fits  into  the 
picture  of  race  and  gender  prejudice. 

KED:  Historically  science  has  not  been  nice 
to  people  of  color  and  women,  but  recently  it 
has  also  not  been  nice  to  anyone  with  AIDS, 
including  white  gay  men.  I  don’t  mean  to 
suggest  that  science  has  ever  been  nice  to  gay 
men,  but  it  has  been  nice  to  white  straight  men 
of  means.  I  guess  what  I’m  trying  to  ask  is  if 
there  is  a  class  issue  here — are  race,  sex  and 
class  issues  raised  in  the  various  responses  to 
the  study? 


In  part  two  of  this  discussion,  Jennifer  Terry 
examines  race,  sex  and  class  issues  raised  by 
LeVay’s  study;  the  erosion  of  faith  in  science  as 
a  result  of  feminist  self-help  and  AIDS 
activism;  why  the  straight  cultural  imagination 
welcomes  LeVay’s  study  and  much  more.  Next 
week  in  GCN.  U 
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In  our  6th  Year  as  greater  Boston's  First  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Owned,  Staffed  &.  Operated  Body  Shop 


OFFERING 

■  Small  Shop  Personalization 

■  Completed  on  Chassis  Restoration 

■  Return  of  Damaged  Parts 

■  Late-model  Rental  Availably 

■  On-staff  Licensed  Appraiser 

■  Free  Follow-up  Service 


SPECIALIZING  IN 

■  Custom  Painting 

■  Euro-Sport  Look 

■  Classic  &  Antique  Cars 

■  Japanese,  German  & 
Scandinavian  Finishes 


106  Washington  Street,  Dedham,  MA  •  320-9835,  320-9836, 320-9837 
1  Block  from  Dedham  Mall  •  8am-6pm  Monday  -  Friday,  Saturday  by  appointment 


Healthy  teeth... 
they're  a 
team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DOS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DOS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1 259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(61 7}  364-5500 

Monday  -  Saturday  &  Evenings 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

Hdppne 

617-267-9001  tty/voice 

4-11  PM  Monday  -  Friday  and  6-11  PM  Sunday 

The  Gay  &  Lesbian  Helpline  is  a  program  of  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 


New  Jewish  Agenda 

invites  you  to  join  us! 


Carrying  it  on: 


A  National  Conference 
Organizing  against  anti-semitism 

AND  RACISM  FOR  JEWISH  ACTIVISTS 
AND  COLLEGE  STUDENTS 


November  8-10,  1991 

Sheraton  University 
City  Hotel,  Philadelphia 

Speakers  include:  Evelyn  Beck,  Julian  Bond, 
Gordon  Fellman,  Ira  Grupper,  Marjorie  Hill, 
Melanie  Kaye/Kantrowitz,  Irena  Klepfisz,  Yuri 
Kochiyama,  Marwan  Kreidie,  Daniel  Levitas, 
Chaia  Lehrer,  Lois  Levine,  Grace  Paley 

NJA  64  Fulton  #1100  NYC  10038  (212)  227-5885 


all  that  x-tra  ca$h! 


Immodest  proposal  to  save  GCN 


GCN  needs  money!  GCN  needs  big 
bucks!  And  why?  Because  GCN  doesn’t 
know  much  about  lesbians.  Yes,  until  this 
very  second,  GCN  had  no  idea  that  lesbians 
are,  in  reality,  fabulously  wealthy  !!!  We've 
just  been  holding  out  because  GCN  has  not 
been  meeting  our  educational  needs.  But  I 
can  change  that.  ANNOUNCING: 

THE  GCN  WORKSHOP-ARAMA 

CONFERENCE  for  Lesbians  with  Large 
Trust  Funds. 

Coming  soon  to  The  Center 

Opening  Plenary  Saturday,  9-10  a.m. 
“Where  Are  We  Going?”  Symposium  on 
coming  out  as  a  lesbian  driver  in  rush-hour 
traffic.  Fee:  $450.00 

Irate  Lesbian  Letter  Writing  10  aun.-ll 
aun. 

Down  through  the  years,  lesbians  have 
excelled  in  writing  and  publishing 
righteously  cranky  letters  to  people  whom 
they  deemed  oppressive.  All  too  often, 
however,  these  letters  have  been  directed  at 
other  lesbians  or  gay  men,  who-flawed 
though  they  may  be — cannot  be  counted 
among  “the  enemy.”  Learn  how  to  identify 
the  real  oppressors,  then  rechannel  your 
womonrage  with  the  latest  techniques  of 
verbal  terrorism.  Soon,  you'll  be  turning  out 
complaint  letters  like  a  real  pro: 

Dear  Chief  Justice  Renquist, 

I  would  like  to  see  more  awareness  of 
lesbian  oppression  in  your  neofascist,  white 
supremacist,  virulently  sexist,  pro-capitalist 
decisions.... 

Dear  Christian  Science  Monitor, 

Thousands  of  grassroots  dykes  across  the 
country  are  pissed  and  hurt  that  you  fired 
that  reporter  just  because  she  is  a  lesbian. 
Either  you  re-hire  her  immediately  with 
back-pay,  or  we  will  “out”  Jesus.... 

Fee:  $850.00 

Working  Women:  A  Celebration  of 
Women  with  Jobs  12  p.m.-2  p.m. 

For  centuries,  the  swallowing  of  small, 
live  animals  was  seen  as  yet  another  male- 
dominated  profession.  Author  and 
taxidermist  Madge  Wolper  refutes  this  myth 
with  her  latest  book,  Granny  Was  a  Geek. 
Madge  will  read  from  a  series  of  moving 
interviews  she  conducted  with  her 
grandmother,  Violet  Wolper,  who  was,  in 
fact,  one  of  the  best  known  geeks  on  the 
West  Coast  during  the  1940s: 

...  so  this  male  geek  gets  drafted, 
and  dam  ifn  that  carnival  boss  don't 
offer  me  the  job.  I  was  tickled  pink. 

Not  that  there  weren't 
discrimination,  mind  ya.  I  got  so's  I 
could  bite  the  head  off'n  a  live 
chicken  in  five  seconds,  and  spit  it 
smack  into  the  face  of  some  dude 
who  was  sexually  harassin'  me  from 
the  audience.  Yessir,  I  was  real  big 
with  the  ladies  down  in  the 
shipyards.  Later,  I  became  a  union 
organizer.  But  then  the  war  ended 
and  all  us  working  gals  had  to  retire. 

Didn’t  let  myself  get  rusty,  though. 

One  time,  me  and  the  mister  was 
arguing  about  somethin’,  so  I  just 
lean  down  and  chomp  clean  through 
his  (cont  on  p.25) 

“A  poignant  story  of  another  'found 
woman.’” 

— Tillie  Olsen 

“Food  for  thought.” 

— Robin  Morgan 

Fee:  $9,755.00 

Lunch  1  pjn.-2  pjn. 


Rich  White  Men  Are  the  Real 

Separatists  2:03  pjn.-5:54p.m. 

Lesbian  philosopher  Amy  Muskwomon 
rebuts  arguments  that  wimmin's  separatism 
is  a  lapse  into  shallow,  privileged  escapism. 
“Hell,  rich  white  men  create  protected,  self- 
serving  spaces  for  themselves  all  the  time, 
and  nobody  ever  criticizes  them,"  asserts 
Muskwomon.  “What  are  we  doing  wrong?” 
Come  and  find  out! 

Fee:  $4,0000  (more  if;  less  if) 

Evening  Entertainment  6-7  pun. 

Susie  Day  demonstrates  the  intricacies  of 
lip-syncing  to  Holly  Near.  FREEH 

Croning  Ritual  for  Lesbians  Over  35 

8:30  p.m. — 12  aun. 

Tired  of  being  treated  like  a  sexless, 
hyperpolitical  old  hag  by  baby  dykes  who 
went  through  puberty  in  the  mid-'80s?  Fed 
up  with  lesbo  whippersnappers  and  wrinkle- 
free  nymphettes  who  get  all  the  best  jobs  and 
the  hottest  dates?  Let's  form  our  magic 
Crone  Circle  and  cast  evil  spells  on  them! 
(Bring  blasting  caps,  Clearasil,  and 
something  that  bums  easily.)  Fee:  $6666.66 

SUNDAY 

Help  Me  Before  I  Help  Again:  Co¬ 
dependent  Coupledom  in  the  ’90s  10 

a.m.-12p.m. 

Can  two  lesbian  co-dependents  maintain 
autonomy  in  a  primary,  monogamous 
relationship?  Or  will  they  both  take 
increasing  responsibility  for  each  other's 
anxieties,  get  into  obsessive  care-taking,  feel 
horrible  that  their  needs  aren't  being  met,  and 
end  up  in  an  alley  somewhere,  co- 
dependently  trying  to  stop  one  another  from 
drinking  lighter  fluid?  Session  facilitator 
Muffy  Wentworth,  M.S.W.,  Columbia 
University,  is  sensitive,  caring  and  has  a  lot 
of  student  loans  to  pay  off.  Fee:  $3,500.00 

Our  Community’s  Guide  to  “The 
People” — 1  p.m.  to  4  pun. 

Ever  wonder  why  The  Common  People 
are  so  uncommon  in  lesbian  and  gay 
communities?  Ever  wonder  why  most  of  the 
U.S.  working  class  and/or  people  of  color 
voice  little  discontent  with  our  foreign 
policies?  Ever  wonder  why  it’s  easier  to  buy 
a  Hostess  Ding  Dong  that  a  spinach-tofu 
knish?  This  course  will  help  college 
educated  activists  get  acquainted  with  the 
folks  we've  been  using  for  years  as  statistics 
of  government  oppression. 

Guaranteed  real  people  from  The  People 
will  be  on  hand  to  discuss  a  variety  of 
People's  issues,  such  as  lay-offs,  abortion, 
THE  FLAG,  and  Puerto  Rican  statehood. 
Includes  walking  tour  of  local  Burger  King, 
drag  strip,  boarded  up  GM  plant,  and  the  tree 
behind  the  Junior  High  School  where  the 
drug  deals  take  place.  Come  and  find  out 
why  The  People  United  Has  Yet  To  Be 
Completed.  Fee:  $250,000.00 

S  &  M  Pacifists  Support  Group  4-5  p.m. 

Closing  Plenary  5  pjn.-Whenever 

“For  the  Adventurous  PC  Lesbian: 
Have  you  hugged  your  vibrator  today?” 

Visualize  yourself  in  a  warm,  salty  ocean  of 
girlfriends.  Relax.  Don't  grab.  This  is 
Nature's  bounty.  There  is  enough  for  all. 
Now.  What  would  Emma  Goldman  do  in  a 
case  like  this?  A  refresher  course  for  the 
lesbian  who  seeks  Tantric  melding  of  the 
personal  with  the  political.  Sliding  fee  scale. 
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NEW  BOOKS  FROM  LEYLAND/GAY  SUNSHINE! 

LEATHERMEN  SPEAK  OUT:  An  Anthology  on 
Leathersex,  edited  by  Jack  Ricardo.  Fifty  leather  dads  and 
sons,  masters  and  slaves,  write  with  no  holds  barred  on  what 
it  means  to  be  a  leatherman  in  America  today  in  this  in-depth 
collection.  192pp.  $14.95. 

URBAN  ABORIGINALS:  A  Celebration  of  Leather- 
sexuality,  by  Geoff  Mains.  This  classic  volume — heralded  by 
The  Advocate  as  a  "Pioneering  book  with  groundbreaking  con¬ 
clusions" — is  finally  back  in  print  and  available  once  again! 
187pp.  $14.95. 

NAME  _ 

ADDRESS  _ 

CITY  _ _  STATE  _  ZIP  _ 

TOTAL  AMOUNT  OF  ORDER  $ _ 

7-1/4%  SALES  TAX  (CALIF.  RESIDENTS)  $ _ 

POSTAGE/HANDIJNG  $2.00  PER  BOOK  $ _ 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALOG  OF  BOOKS  $1.00  $ _ 

GRAND  TOTAL  DUE  $ _ 

Please  make  checks  payable  to  LEYLAND  PUBLICA  TIONS.  Send  to 
P.O.  Box 410690.  San  Francisco.  CA  94141. 

Lea  therm en  Speak  Out  and  Urban  Aboriginals  axe  also 
available  from  Glad  Day  Books,  Boston. 
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Sponsored  by  the  AIDS  ACTION  Committee  and  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center.  For  more  info  call  (617)437-6200,  ext  499 


We  want 
you  to  look 
at  pictures 
and  come. 

I  mean,  we  want  you  to 
come  and  look  at  pictures. 
GCN  needs  someone  to  file 
photographs.  Sign  up  for 
your  private  viewing  now. 
You  won't  believe  we  let 
you  do  this  for  free.  , 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS  C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 


1-800-339-2006 


Reducing 
Stress  in  the 
Age  of  HIV 

w/Ann  Webster,  PhD 

Director,  Deaconess  Hos¬ 
pital  Mind/Body  HIVgroup 

Thurs  Oct  24,  7  -  9  pm 
FenwayCommunity  HealthCenter 

7  Haviland  Street,  rm  201,  Boston 
•  Free  •  No  registration  required 
•  Info:  267-0900  x287 


THE 

BEAN 

GOOSE 

FOR  WOMEN 

Sunapee  Region 
New  Hampiliirw 
(603)456-3144  > 


SKI  X  AND  SLOPE 
PRIVATE  BATHS 
SWIMMING  POOL 
TAVERN  ROOM 
JACUZZI 


The  Bean  Goose  (ben  goosj  1  .a  bed  and  breakfast 
inn  offering  country  charm.  2.  a  vacation  or 
weekend  retreat  in  lake  and  mountain  region.  3. 
elegant  linens,  antiques  and  gourmet  breakfasts... 

MASTERCARD  &  VISA 

90  minutes  from  Boston 


INTO  THE  HABIT 
OF  SAVING 
^iWITH  A  HOME 
"  SUBSCRIPTION  TO 


□  1  year  (49  issues)  $39 

□  1  year ,  Instltututlonal  $55 

□  2  year  (98  issues)  $67 

□  3  years  (147  issues)  $95 

□  6  months  (25  issues )  $25 

□  6  months,  low  Income  $14 

Name  _ 

Address _ 

City _ 

State _ Zip _ 

□  New  Subscription  □  Renewal 

□  VISA  □  Mastercard 

Acct.#: _ 

Expiration  date:. _ 

Charge  Amount:  $ _ _ 

Signature: _ 

□  I  am  interested  in  GCN's  Sustainer 
Program  (pledging  $120+/year) 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ toward  a  free 

sub  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner. 

Payment:  Check  one: 

□  Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money 

order  to  GCN  for  $  _ 

□  Please  charge  my  subscription  to 

my  credit  card  (complete  all  credit 
information  above) 

Foreign  subscriptions,  add  50%  psyablo  with  i 
postal  mo  nay  order.  GCN's  subscription  rates 
are  tor  within  the  U  S.  APO  &  FPO.  Amounts 
received  In  excess  of  the  subscription  prtca  will 
be  considered  donations.  GCN  Is  published  by 
the  non-profit ,  tax-exempt  Bromfleld  Street 
Educational  Foundation. 


belli  us  spread  the  word  hy  seeding  a 
complimentary  copy  ofGCNta: 


Name _ 

Address _ 


. 
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CALL  ]\OW! 


1-900 

535- 

LICK 

Live 

UNSENSORED 
Phone  Talk! 

The  Only  Phone 
#’s  You  Need! 


"(jo.  ahead,  Pick  up 
that  phone  -  yet  teachf, 
to.  it/iohe!" 


When  Was  The 
Last  Time  You 
Found  TWO 
Hot  #’s  In 
One  Night? 

1-900 
386- 
LICK 


AND 


1  -mm-ucK 

5  4  2  5 


Just  $1 .50  per  minute,  1 0  minute  minimum 
You  must  be  1 8  or  older. 


YOU’VE  TRIED  THE  REST... 
COME  BACK  TO  THE  BEST! 


TALKING  PERSONALS 


1-900-646-4646 

Everywhere  $2/min. 

VISA  OR  MC-HAVE  YOUR  CREDIT  CARD  READY! 

1-800-669-DATE 

$2/min  +50C  service  charge  per  call-Touch-Tone  phone  required 
Gay  owned  and  operated.  More  info:  (305)  565-4455,  Ext:  1803 


©NEN,  Inc.,  1991  $1.95  min 


ONE-TO-ONE 

VOICEMAIL 
PERSONALS  TOO! 


1-900 

776-0069 


1  -900-884-2288 

$2  min 


HAVE  SOME 
FUN! 

Personals 
Confessions 
Fantasies 
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Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to 
GCN  Box#,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN 
Boxes  only,  not  to  RO.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be 
addressed  to  GCN  boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue 
in  which  it  appears.  Check  carefully  to  be  sure 
you  have  the  correct  box  number! 


ALTERNATIVE 

LIFESTYLES 

1-900-740-6600 

Private  mailboxes  $1.39 


SEARCHING  FOR... 

Edward  Anthony  Connelly  attended  Tulane  1980; 
Libra;  app.  30  years  old.  Please  contact  Jay 
Sanders  1033  Franklin  Road,  Ste  11-153, 
Marietta,  GA  30067-8060 


IS  THIS  THE  RIGHT  PLACE 

for  a  GWM,  72,  living  on  the  southeast  coast, 
well-educated,  politically  left,  still  clicking, 
works  part  time,  owns  his  own  home,  to  find 
himself  a  mate?  If  you're  venturesome,  your  letter 
will  get  one  from  me.  GCN  Box  135  (23) 


Gay  man — kind,  honest,  witty,  out — looking  for 
same  for  monogamous  relationship.  I'm  31  and 
spend  lots  of  time  swimming,  reading,  writing, 
going  to  museums,  listening  to  music — especially 
Beethoven,  Bartflk,  Coltraine  and  contemporary 
experimentalists.  I'm  a  vegetarian,  my  politics  to 
the  left,  and  I'm  active  in  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community.  To  me,  the  only  important  part  of 
your  ethnicity  and  religion  is  that  you're  proud  of 
them.  Idiosyncrasies  are  highly  encouraged.  Your 
response  wul  surely  beget  mine.  GCN  Box  901 . 


MADE  IN  GERMANY 

German  GM,  new  in  town,  seeks  real  friends  for 
talking,  listening,  movies,  dining,  fun  and  other 
social  events.  I  am  33,6'1",  brown  hair  and 
moustache.  Call  262-1297 


NEW  GIRL  IN  TOWN 

Even  though  I’ve  been  in  Boston  a  year,  I  still  feel 
like  I’m  new  in  town.  Body  builder  type  who 
sometimes  wishes  she  had  no  politics  but  cant 
help  being  socially  aware  seeks  cute  leatherdyke 
who  knows  who  she  is,  what  she  wants  and  is 
able  to  play.  GCN  009  (12) 


Wanted:  pal  for  slow  and  easy  mirror  J.O.,  muscle 
comparisons,  even  kinky  scenes  like  self  S/M. 
"No'’  inhibitions;  physical  contact  not,  per  se. 
Me:  Mid  '30's,  BB,  cut;  you:  muscled,  uncut. 
Smokers,  et  cetera  A++.  Photo!!  GCN  Box  923 

Midwest  GWF  seeks  Pen  Pals,  New  England  area 
for  friendship,  possible  visits.  All  replies 
answered.  Let’s  be  friends.  GCN  Box  190  (15) 


Announcements 


Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  $1  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  St  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


G/U  IMMIGRANTS 

Grad  student  wants  to  interview  you  for  oral 
history  project.  Two  one-hour  interviews, 
confidential.  Pre-1980  arrival  best.  Please  call! 
Lori  576-1604  (13) 


VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

The  Foundation  for  Children  with  AIDS  is 
seeking  volunteers  to  commit  to  3  hrs.  per  month. 
For  more  info,  please  call  Loretta  at  625-2121. 


SAVE  THE  CATS 

Desparately  seeking  home  for  2  adult  female 
(spayed)  Himalayans.  Affectionate  and  lovable 
and  free.  Must  give  up  for  health  reasons — mine, 
not  theirs.  Help!  They  don't  deserve  the  Animal 
Shelter.  242-4807.  (15) 


Have  you  been  a  victim  of 
anti-gay  hatred? 

We  ore  researchers  at  UMass/Boston  who  would 
like  to  interview  women  and  men  who  have 
encountered  a  a  range  of  anti-gay  persecution, 
including  intimidation,  verbal  harassment,  threats 
and  physical  assault. 

If  you  are  interested  in  participating,  or  would  like 
more  informaiton,  please  call  The  Gay  and 
lesbian  Hate  Crime  Project  at  (617)  287-6374. 
Ask  for  Jim  or  Cathy. 

All  PARTICIPATION  IS  STRICTLY  CONFIDENTIAL 

Pleas*  help  us  to  help  other  survivors! 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  CLASSIFIEDS 

HEADLINE  (optional) 

BOLD _ 

max.  30  characters 

FLAMER _ 

max.  20  characters 

COPY 


Attach  extra  sheets  as  needed;  each  word  after  25  words  is  25 1,  business  ads  35 1 


BASIC  COST 

□  Non-business: 

$6  for  1st  25  words;  25*  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs) 

□  Business: 

$8  for  1st  25  words;  35#  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs) 

HEADINO 

□  Flamer  $3.00  x _ (number  of  runs) 

□  Bold  $1.50  x _  (number  of  runs) 

DISCOUNTS 

10-20  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10% 

21-30  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

31+  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

BOX  SERVICE 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  six  weeks 

BOXED  DISPLAY  CLASSIFIEDS 

□  $15  per  column  inch,  inches  x  $15 

TOTAL 


CATEOORY 


□ 

PERSONALS 

$ 

□ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

□ 

HELP  WANTED 

$ 

□ 

HOUSING  WANTED 

$ 

□ 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

$ 

□ 

APARTMENTS 

s 

-  □ 

SUMMER  RENTALS 

$ 

□ 

MASSAGE 

$ 

□ 

FOR  SALE 

$ 

□ 

PUBLICATIONS 

$ 

□ 

ORGANIZATIONS 

t 

□ 

SERVICES 

□ 

RIDES 

$ 

□ 

MOVERS 

Name _ ; _ _ _ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ Phone _ 

Deadline  for  Classifieds  is  Friday  at  3  p.m.for  the  next  Friday's  edition.  All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 
No  ads  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Please  clip  and  return  this  ad  form  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA.  02116 


Help  Wanted 


Live-in  housekeeping  office  position  for  women's 
guesthouse  in  P-town.  Call  Gabriel's  (508)  487- 
3232.  (14) 


ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 

Coordinate  administrative  aspects  of  North  Shore 
battered  women's  program:  manage  business 
office,  liaison  with  bookkeeper,  draft 
correspondence,  word  proecessing,  maintain 
office  systems.  Experience  with  computer 
database  systems  (IBM  and  Mac)  essential.  Must 
be  able  to  initiate  projects  and  work  with  a  hig 
degree  of  autonomy.  Salary:  $20,000,  excellent 
benefits.  Bilingual  (Spanish)  preferred. 
Minorities,  lesbians  and  formerly  battered  women 
urged  to  apply.  Send  resume  to:  HAWC,  9 
Crombie  St,  Salem,  MA  01970,  by  October  15, 
1991.  HAWC  is  an  AA  employer.  (14) 


Services 


IT’S  GETTING  COLD,  MEN... 

Tried  it  all  to  find  Mr.  Right?  Not  yet.. .Call  RMC 
(617)  848-0027.  We  want  to  introduce  you  to  the 
men  you  want  to  meet.  (14) 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund 

•  Barbara  Macy 

•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 
Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  • 
Domestic  Relationships  •  Discrimination 
•  Probate  of  Estates  •  Driving  Under  the 
Influence  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Pracitice  of  Law  • 
Condo  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  266-0760 


OREX- 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


FOR  THE 
LOWEST 
FARES 
ANYWHERE 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the 

Community  since  1975 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 


Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker's  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 


581  Boylston  street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


If  SCHOOL  IT’D. 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


•  Individual  •  Group  •  Couple 

Allan  Singer  L.I.C.S.W. 
Psychotherapist 

. 'y  Six’ 

Coput  Sfl.  Boston,  MA  (6171 266-2240 
Health  i*hj*arce  accepted 


COME  STUFF 
THE  PAPER 
FRIDAY  NIGHT 
AT  GCN.  CALL 
42  6>-446><? 
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Roommates 


try  GCN* s 

GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE  AD 

All  roommate  and 
housemate  ads  that  are 
prepaid  for  two  weeks 
we  will  run  until  you 
find  a  roommate. 

Ads  are  not  automatically  renewed. 
You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls 
for  renewals  will  be  accepted  on 
Fridays  until  3  pm.  426-4469. 


TWO  NICE  GIRLS 

and  their  charming  cals  seek  groovy  dyke  to  share 
our  veggie,  easygoing  houshold.  Sunny,  spacious, 
close  to  T  and  bicycle  path.  We're  political, 
independent  dykes  in  a  communicative  home. 
Sound  like  you'd  fit  in?  Call  524-2952.  Rent  is  a 
low,  low  $216+. 


BROCKTON  AREA 

Professional  GM  seeks  rommate  to  share  2- 
bedroom  home.  New  kitchen,  W/W,  A/C,  DW, 
W/D,  security  deposit  and  references.  (508)  238- 
9753  (15) 


Apartments 


Trees,  view,  breezes,  sunlight,  hardwood,  off  street 
parking.  Quiet  neighborhood  near  T.  One 
bedroom  apartment  $485  including  all  utilities. 
Drugfree  women  and  gay  house.  436-2583.  (15) 


CALL  828-5416 

Must  seel  Mattapan  3-fam.  apartments.  Pets 
possible.  2  BR.  $700  heat  included.  (1 8) 


Movers 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New 
and  used  boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers. 
Truck  and  equipment  rentals.  We  load/unload 
your  truck.  522-0826 


Publications 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s 
oldest  women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews, 
conference  coverage,  and  news-on  health, 
feminist  theory,  reproductive  rights,  civil  rights 
and  political  work  among  working,  disabled, 
incarcerated,  old  and  poor  women,  women  of 
color,  lesbians  and  women  from  every  continent 
$15/11  issues 


A  VERY  SPECIAL  PLACE 

MELROSE:  Handsome  mahogany  furnished 
room  in  large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home. 
Central  air,  washer/dryer,  offstreet  parking,  cable, 
deck,  gardens,  and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet, 
security,  spaciousness  of  the  suburbs  while  only 
17  minutes  to  downtown  Boston  from  convenient 
T  stop.  Nonsmoking  male.  $395  including 
utilities.  665-6082  (10) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

2  LFs  seek  3rd.  Beautiful  3  bedroom  apt  Porch, 
washer  and  dryer,  wood  floors.  5  min  walk  to  T, 
green  line  and  pond.  $316  plus  utilities.  524- 
867Z  (9) 

QUEER  CAMBRIDGEPORT 
'  COOP 

We're  looking  for  wimmin,  women  or  girlz  for 
mixed  dyke/fag  home.  Our  fabulously  beautiful 
longstanding  co-op  is  conveniently  located  in  a 
safe,  friendly  neighborhood.  Five  minutes  from 
red  line.  864-1466 

EAST  ARLINGTON— WALK  TO  T 

2  lesbians  plus  cat  seek  lesbian  25+  to  share  our 
home.  Good  communication,  sense  of  humor, 
open  to  racial  diversity.  No  smoke,  drugs, 
minimum  alcohol.  Beautiful,  spacious  apartment 
$366+,  643-2426. 

JAMAICA  PLAIN-ROOMMATE 

seeking  roommate  for  large  comfortable  house 
near  orange  line  and  Arboretum.  Good 
atmosphere,  friendly,  quiet,  great  house — new 
kitchen,  bath,  deck,  yard  and  parking.  $350 
includes  all  expenses.  522-6723  (13) 


Join  our  happy  house  tucked  away  in  the  woods 
near  a  lake.  3  men  and  cat.  South  Reading  area 
just  15  minutes  from  Boston  $367.  246-1905  (14) 

BEAUTIFUL  JAMAICA  PLAIN  APT 

BiF  looking  for  woman  roommate  to  share 
beautiful,  spacious  pondside  two  bedroom 
apartment.  Off  street  parking,  yard,  W/D,  $425+ 
util.  Avail.  Oct.  1.  522-4904,  Liz.  (13) 

Framingham  convienent  location — Amethyst 
household  looking  for  mature  lesbian  female  to 
share  apt.  $350  per  month  includes  all.  Call 
Ginny  (508)  820-4354.  (15) 

BRIGHAM  CIRCLE  HARVARD  MED  AREA 

2  professional  GM  seek  3rd  to  share  3  bedroom. 

Beautiful,  fully  rennovated,  with  hardwood 
floors,  washer/dryer,  dishwasher,  modem  bath, 
huge  eat-in  kitchen,  large  sunny  living  room, 
ceiling  fans.  2  minute  walk  to  T,  shopping,  eta 
$350  a  month+  in  friendly,  residential 
neighborhood  731-3305.  (14) 

WALK  TO  RIVER  &  RED  UNE 

GM,  SF,  SM  seek  F,  25+  for  Cambridgeport  semi¬ 
coop  home.  Share  warmth,  humor,  left  A  feminist 
politics,  food,  some  meals.  W/D,  deck,porch,  1 
cat,  no  more  please.  No  smoke.  $305+.  Available 
now.  354-6740.  (14) 

MELVILLE  PARK 

2LF,  GM  seek  1  more.  LR,  DR,  sunrm,  porch, 
mega  yard,  BIG  bedrm.  NearT.  $325+.  825-2722. 

(14) 

CAMBRIDGE-FRESH  POND 

3  LF  seek  4th.  Spacious,  friendly  2-floor  home. 

Deck,  porch,  W/D,  wood,  greenery.  Easy  parking, 
T-busline.  Great  landlord.  You:  mature, 
communicative.  No  smoking,  pets,  drugs.  $375+. 
354-0748.  (14) 

CAMBRIDGEPORT 

2  LFs  seek  same  for  3  floor  house.  Parking  near 
T;  have  cat  and  dog.  Call  in  am.  or  p.m.  661- 
6771  (hrsh) 


40?  OLDER?  LIKE  MEN  WHO  ARE?  Contact 
guys  from  Maine  to  D.C.  For  list,  $100  to 
Northeast  Directory,  Dept  G,  POB  2357, 
Princetown  NJ  08543.  (14) 


GAYELLOW 
I PAGES 


since 

1973 


a. 


Accommodations,  AIDS/HIV  resources,  bars, 
bookstores,  various  businesses,  health  care, 
legal  services,  organizations,  publications, 
religious  groups,  switchboards,  therapists, 
travel  agents,  &  much  more,  tor  gay  women 
and  men. 

All  prices  below  INCLUDE  FIRST  CLASS 
POSTAGE  to  USA.  Canada  &  Mexico,  in 
sealed,  discreet  envelopes  Mailing  lists  are 
strictly  confidential. 

Orders  from  ouside  USA  (including  Canada  & 


Mexico):  payment  must  be  in  US  Funds  payable 
on  a  US  bank,  or  by  Post  Office  or  American 
Express  money  order.  (We  suggest  you  try  a 
local  bookstore  first,  to  avoid  possible  Customs 
problems!) 

US/CANADA.  Canada  and  USA  tor  women  & 
men.  City  by  city  information  tor  all  US  States, 
Canadian  Provinces,  and  the  US  Virgin  Islands, 
plus  nationwide  resources  including 
headquarters  of  national  organizations  and 
caucuses;  publications;  mail  order  companies, 
etc  $12.00;  outside  N.  America  $17  (airmail) 
NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY.  NY  &  NJ;  separate 
Women's  Section;  Manhattan  bar  notes  by  Jerry 
Fitzpatrick.  $5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

SOUTHERN/Southem  Midwest  64  pages  AL 
A 2,  AR,  FL,  GA,  KS,  KY,  LA.  MS,  MO,  NM.  NC, 
OK,  PR,  SC,  TN,  TX,  US  Virgin  Islands,  VA 
$5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8  (airmail) 
NORTHEAST.  CT,  DE,  DC,  ME,  MA,  NH,  OH, 
PA,  Rl,  VT,  WV.  $5.00;  ouside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE.  BOX  292-GCN 
VILLAGE  STATION,  NEW  YORK,  NY 
10014-0292  (212)  674-0120 


THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  STORY 

Thai's  what  you  get  inside  every  issue  of  IN 
THESE  TIMES.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media 
ignores,  and  that's  why  our  unique  point  of  view 
has  been  trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for 
fifteen  years.  Experience  the  very  best  in 
alternative  American  journalism  by  ordering  a 
sample  copy  today.  Write:  IN  THESE  TIMES , 
2040  N.  Milwaukee  Ave.,  Chicago,  IL  60647  or 
subscribe  toll  free  from  anywhere  in  the  U.S.: 
(800)  435-0715.  GIVE  US  A  TRY.  WE'LL  GIVE 
YOU  THE  VIEW  FROM  THE  OTHER  SIDE. 

WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $1 8/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN’S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women’s 
Research  Crater,  Wellesley,  MA  021 81.  (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor 
by  and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree- who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  correct  Sample 
$1.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro, 
No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114.  (18.35) 


Vacations 


LESBIAN  PARADISE 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool,  cool  nights  by 
a  crackling  fire  or  in  our  not  tub.  With  100 
mountain  acres,  hiking  trails,  yummy  breakfasts, 
peace  &  privacy,  we're  your  perfect  vacation 
choice!  Golf,  tennis,  antiquing,  summer  theater 
nearby.  Spectacular  fall  colors!  HIGHLANDS 
INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem  NH  03574.  (603) 
869-3978.  Grace,  Innkeeper.  (v.  194.16) 
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Proofreaders 

We  are  looking  for  proofreaders  for  Wednesday  nights.  If  you  are 
interested  in  proofreading  or  any  of  the  other  exciting  volunteer 

s 

opportunities  available  at  Cay  Community  News  please  call  426-4469. 
You  could  also  stop  by  our  convenient  Back  Bay  office  in  person. 

GCN  •  62  Berkeley  Street  •  Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 

Bi  M  seeks  correspondent  to  share  life.  I'm 
mto  reading,  cars  and  having  a  good  time.  If 
I  sound  interesting  write  Ron  Baldwin  B- 
10329,  D-4-106,  P.O.  Box  7500  Crescent 
City,  CA  95532.  Sorry,  can't  write  other 
prisoners. 


Urgent!  29-year  old  needs  a  home.  I  need 
some  help  on  making  parole  in  '92,  I  don’t 
have  any  place  to  go,  so  would  some  kind 
person  in  the  U.S.  let  me  parole  to  your 
place,  I  can  do  farm  work,  clean  house  or 
other  types  of  work.  I'm  very  independent 
type  person,  so  please  write  me,  Mike 
Kammerzell,  RO.  Box  514-16115,  Granite, 
IK  73547 


I'm  a  young  (24)  Black  male,  presently 
confined  yet  soon  to  be  released  Mar.  '92. 
I’m  interested  in  corresponding  with  white 
or  Black  gays/bis  with  hopes  of  establishing 
a  sincere  producitve  relationship.  I'm  6'3, 
170  lbs.  Politically  inclined,  sincere,  secure 
in  my  worth/self.  Please  don't  allow 
conditional  biases  to  dictate  (with  fear)  your 
actions.  Rush/Akil  Agamj,  #854924, 
Indiana  State  Prison,  Box  42,  Michigan 
City,  Ind.  46360 


HIV+,  healthy  and  handsome,  exciting  top 
man,  28,  intelligent,  imaginative  and  has 
desire  to  be  that  significant  other  to  you] 
Write  me.  Let's  check  each  other  ouL  I'm 
dreamy!  6  ft.,  180  lbs.  All  letters  w/flicks 
answered!  Brown  hair  w/8"  tail  in  back, 
blue  eyes.  Looking  for  other  butch  and  gay 
men.  I  am  hung  superbly!  Touch  me.. .let's 
be  rugged  together.  Race  and  color  no 
barrier.  Prefer  older  men.  Matt  Maloney, 
89-T-3185,  GHCF-Drawer  B,  Stormville, 
NY,  12582-0010 


Attractive  male  seeks  all  sincere  responses. 
I  am  33  yrs.  old,  light  brown  hair,  green 
eyes  and  intelligent  I  am  down  to  earth  and 
very  blunt.  Have  a  great  sense  of  humor, 
very  affectionate,  caring  and  romantic. 
Love  all  music,  enjoy  most  sports,  and  need 
no  financial  support  Just  need  to  hear  from 
genuine  and  sincere  individuals.  Chris 
Johnson  E-80415,  PO  box  7000,  A3-110, 
Crescent  City,  CA,  95531 


I  am  a  24  year  old  bisexual  male.  I  love 
sports  and  all  other  outside  activities.  I'm 
poen,  honest  and  good  looking.  I  believe  in 
intergenerational  sex.  Try  me,  you'll  like 
me!  I  am  financially  stable  and  am  looking 
for  a  pen  pal  to  write,  to  share  a  few  laughs 
and  some  feelings.  Michael  Sherman 
7415024,  3405  Deer  Park  Dr.  SE,  Salem, 
OR  97310 


My  name  is  Charles  Rowe  and  I  go  but 
Butter,  age  24,  GBM.  My  hair  is  black  and 
long.  5’7, 135  lbs.,  eyes  brown,  and  I'm  very 
good  looking.  I  would  like  to  write  TVs.  I 
cannot  write  inmates.  Charles  Towe  #88-A- 
4655,  Box  2001,  Dannemora,  N.Y.,  12929 


Young  man  wishes  to  correspond  with 
caring  thoughtful  individuals.  I  have  good 
morals,  enjoys  passionately  carassing 
fondling  for-play.  Would  cherish  and 
treasure  a  relationship.  Will  be  free  soon, 
clean,  healthy  and  safe.  6  ft,  200  lbs,  brown 
hari  and  eyes.  Genuinely  sincere.  Don 
Honeycutt,  #94934,  PO  Box  97,  McAlester, 
OK,  74502 


WOMEN  SEEKING  FRIENDS 

Hi.  I  am  35  tears  old.  arid  I  hate  been 
incarcerated  for  6  years.  I  am  a  Mexican  lady. 
I'm  5' I .  Drown  etes.  I  like  all  sports,  music, 
dancing.  I'm  in  college,  taking  computer 
science.  1  enjoy  reading.  I'm  fun  In  talk  with,  am 
ten  lonely,  would  like  to  write  to  women  (only  I 
from  ant  race.  Josephine  Rodrigue/.  #434548. 
Rl.  4.  Dux  800.  (latest  ille.  Texas.  76528-9399 

I’assite  white  fern  seeks  agressite  Black  hutch 
for  sincere  relationship.  Rhonda  I  ra/ier  3395. 
M  INI -Pee  Wee  Valley.  KN  40856 

I  am  a  32  tear  old  female.  I  am  looking  for  a 
mature,  older  woman  who  is  not  incarceraled.  I 
would  like  her  to  he  understanding  and  nice.  I 
am  extremely  sensitite  and  I  want  someone  who 
shares  my  feelings.  I  would  gite  my  heart  and 
soul  to  this  relationship.  I  would  expect  the 
same  in  return.  I  am  looking  for  a  lesbian  pen 
pal,  Stephanie  Dailey.  HD0438.  P.O.  Box  I XII. 
Muncy.  Pennsyltania,  17756 


Young  Black  man,  26,  good  looking  (not 
conceited),  intelligent  with  nice  body. 
Presently  in  college  and  prison.  My  virtue 
is  my  sense  of  humor.  I  allow  nothing  to 
steal  my  joy.  However,  I  am  still  lonely.  I 
would  love  to  hear  from  all  TS's,  TV's  and 
(my  favorite  people)  fern  boyes.  (smile)  All 
I  ask  is  that  you  be  sincere.  All  letters 
answered.  I'll  be  out  in  ’93.  Write  me  at: 
James  C.  Wilkins,  D-62729,  2208-X,  C-M- 
C  East,  P.O.  Box  8101,  San  Luis,  obispo, 
CA,  93409-0003. 


I  am  a  gay  male,  33  years  old.  Brown  hair, 
blue  eyes,  6'  tall,  200  lbs.  2-14-57  birthday. 
I  like  cooking,  boating,  outdoor  sports  or 
just  cuddling  up  with  someone  holding 
hands.  I  am  in  prison  in  Fla.  and  will  be 
here  for  3-4  years.  I  am  looking  for 
friendship  and  hopefully  a  lasting 
relationship  with  someone  that  can  accept 
that  I  have  been  in  prison.  I  will  answer  all 
letters.  Paul  W.  Jones  Jr.,  #573333,  Polk 
Correctional  Institutional,  3876  Evan's 
Road,  Box  50,  Polk  City,  Fla.  33868-9213. 


I'm  19,  57,  148,  brown  hair,  brown  eyes,  I 
love  music  of  all  kinds.  I  love  men  from  17 
to  39.  I  don't  have  no  one  to  turn  to,  will 
see  the  parole  man  in  July  of  '92  for  early 
release.  Will  you  please  help  me,  and  be 
my  pen  pal  and  maybe  lover.  You  can  pick 
me  up  if  you  want  me  on  my  release  day.  I 
love  sex  and  plenty  raw  sex  if  you  is 
willing  to  teach  me  all  about  love-making. 
Curtis  L.  Brown,  #031113,  Fla.  State  Prison 
T-l-5-3,  P.O.  Box  747  Starke,  Fla  32091 


I'm  a  28  year  old  Italian/Gemini  with 
avergae  tattooed  build,  brown  eyes  and 
medium  but  curly  hair.  I  enjoy 
corresponding  with  other  gay  males  like 
myself  from  all  over  the  world.  Some  of 
my  hobbies  include:  swimming,  running 
and  motorcycling  to  name  just  a  few.  I 
really  enjoy  life  and  would  like  to  share 
some  of  my  experiences  with  someone  in  a 
positive  way.  Anyone  that's  interested  send 
photo  for  quick  reply.  Mark  Hall,  E29358, 
3A01/143,  P.O.  Box  3471,  Corcoran,  CA, 
93212-8310 


GBM,  23,  looking  for  that  special 
someone.  I'm  pretty  lonely  and  I  need  to 
hear  from  all  Gm  ages  18-28  will  answer 
all  letters.  Please  include  photo.  Write  to 
Eric  Dansby  96562,  P.O.  Box  128,  Eddy 
ville,  KY  42038 


Handsome  Black  man.  Looking  for  TVs  or 
TS's  to  write  and  love.  If  you  have  what  it 
takes,  then  don't  make  me  wait.  H.O'Neal 
Hu  dson  #49156  P.O.  Box  600  CCF  Canon 
City,  Colo  81215 


26  Saturday,  Somerville  ♦  HALLOWEEN 
HOUSE  PARTY  to  benefit  GCN.  Come 
support  your  favorite  weekly.  21  Mountain 
Ave.  Refreshments  and  bar.  $10  Suggested 
donation.  For  more  information  and  or 
directions  (617)  628-1868,  (617)  426-4469 


28  Monday 


Boston  ♦  "The  Immune/Emotional  Link"  With  Patty 
Martin,  MSW.  7:00-9:00pm.  Sponsored  by  the 
Boston  Living  Center.  At  the  BLC,  140  Clarendon 
St.  (YWCA),  7th  fl.  Into:  236-1012. 

30  Wednesday 


Worcester  ♦  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  tor  family,  triends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)755- 
3773. 

Boston  ♦  Northern  Lights  Alternatives  Monday 
Night  Rap  Group.  Talk  to  others  living  with  HIV.  38 
Appleton  St.  7:30-9  p.m.  Info:  Ann  O’Rourke  694- 
0964. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the  Monday 
before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos  encouraged! 
Listings  may  also  be  sent  electronically  by  the 
Please  specify  If  event  is  or  Is  not  wheelchair 
accessbie  and/or  sign  language  Interpreted.  Please 
use  our  format  as  a  guide  for  listings,  Including  time, 
date,  place,  and  a  contact  person.  All  listings  must 
be  typed.  Please  note  that  listings  are  printed  only 
as  space  allows;  we  regret  that  we  cannot  print 
every  submission. 

Phone  numbers  listed  are  in  the  617  area  code,  and 
cities  are  In  Massachusetts,  unless  otherwise  noted. 

19  Saturday 

"The  AIDS  Mastery  Workshop"  sponsored  by 
Northern  Lights  Altemalives/New  England.  Oct  18, 

19  and  20th.  For  Information  or  to  register,  call  423- 
3035. 

Provlncetown  ♦  "A  Celebration  of  Provincetown 
Poets  and  Writers  (and  Friends)"  Co-sponsored  by 
Voyager  and  Recovering  Hears.  $3.00  donation.  At 
the  Universallst  Meeting  House,  236  Commercial  St. 
Info:  Nan  (508)  487-0848. 

Watertown  ♦  GLOW:  Gays  and  Lesbians  uf 
Watertown  and  surrounding  communities  Halloween 
Potluck.  All  are  welcome.  Info:  Becky  395-4664, 
Bob  937-6942,  Noah  354-8379  or  write  GLOW,  P.O. 
Box  384,  Watertown,  MA  02272-0384. 

Brookline  ♦  The  Gaylaxians,  the  New  England  club 
for  Lesbian,  Gay  and  Bisexual  science  fiction  and 
fantasy  fans  and  their  friends,  will  hold  their  monthly 
meeting  In  Brookline  at  6:00pm.  Newcomers  are 
welcome.  Info:  (508)  838-2121  or  write  Gaylaxians, 
P.O.  Box  1059,  Boston,  MA  02103. 

Provincetown  ♦  Prime  Timers,  an  organization  for 
older  gay  men,  will  hold  its  First  International 
Convention  at  the  Provincetown  Inn,  10/18-10/20. 
Into:  Prims  Timers,  P.O.  Box  18-0010,  Boston,  MA 
02118-0010,  262-8685. 

Boston  ♦  Art  Positive  ‘91 .  Receptions  at  the  Harbor 
Gallery  at  the  U/Mass  Boston-Harbor  Campus, 
1 :00-3:00pm.  McCormack  Hall  1st  fl.  and  the  Healey 
Library  5th  fl.  Gallery.  3:00-5:00pm.  also  at  the 
U/Mass  Boston-Harbor  Campus. 

Boston  ♦  Wild  Women  afternoon  trip  to  Newbury  St. 
art  galleries.  Sponsored  by  DOB.  Info:  Linda  326- 
9164. 

Belmont  ♦  Mill  Bermejo  and  Dan  Greenspan  will 
perform  at  Benefit  Concert  and  Delegation  sendoff 
sponsored  by  the  El  Salvador  Sister  City 
Committees  for  Arlington,  Belmont  and  Watertown. 
8:00pm.  at  the  Beth  El  Temple,  2  Concord  Ave., 
near  Fresh  Pond.  Wheelchair  Accessible.  $10.  Info: 
924-6469. 

Allston  ♦  John  Casey  at  the  Evil  Twin  Gallery. 
Opening  Reception  7:00pm.  107  Brighton  Ave. 

20  Sunday 

Boston  ♦  Dr.  Amity  Pierce  Buxton  to  read  at  Glad 
Day  Bookshop.  Author  of  “The  Other  Side  of  the 
Closet:  The  Coming-Out  Crisis  for  Straight 
Spouses"  7:00pm.  at  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  673 
Boylston  St.  Info:  John  Mitzel  267-3010. 

Waltham  ♦  “Where's  My  Daddy?"  a  lecture  by  Jane 
Mattes,  C.S.W.,  Founder  and  National  Director, 
Single  Mothers  by  Choice.  Admission:  Advance-$8 
general  $4  unemployed/student  At  Door-$10 
general  $6  unemployed/student.  4:00pm.  at  the  First 
Parish  Church  of  Waltham,  50  Church  St.  (one  block 
from  N.  Main  St.,  RT  20,  near  City  Hall).  Info:  Single 
Mothers  by  Choice,  do  59  Hollis  St.  #D,  Holliston, 
MA  01746,  539-4218. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  writers'  group.  1-3pm.  $1. 
DOB,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass 
Ave.  Info:  661-3633. 

Dorchester  ♦  Todd  and  Michael's  Silent  Movie 
Night:  Showing  Lillian  Gish  silent  films,  with  music 
scores,  projected  on  a  big  screen.  7:00pm.  Info: 
288-0391 . 

North  Framingham  ♦  WOBBLES  (West  of  Boston 
Lesbians)  visits  botanical  garden  “Garden  In  the 
Woods"  12:00pm.  Info:  Janis  (508)  386-7737  or 
write  P.O.  Box  292,  Marlboro,  MA  01752. 

Boston  ♦  Pop  Smear  &  the  Red  Hot  Vulvas  at 
Venus  Rising.  Doors  9:00pm.,  show  9:30pm.  $6 
after  11pm.  $3.  Leather  go-go  girts,  videos,  music  8 
dancing  til  2am.  11  Lansdowne  St.  Info:  421-9595. 

21  Monday 

Boston  ♦  “Women  in  South  Africa  and  Uganda"  a 
discussion  with  Lee  Farris,  Southern  Africa 
Coordinator  for  Mobilization  for  Survival  and  Judith 
Parks,  YWCA  Senior  Staff,  as  part  of  the  Boston 
YWCA  forum  series  “Africa  Visited.'  7:30pm.  at  140 
Clarendon  St.  In  the  Peace  Rm.  for  reservations  call 
536-7940x109. 

Cambridge  ♦  DOB  annual  elections.  8:00pm.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  Info: 
661-3633 

22  Tuesday 

Brookline  ♦  Healing  Service  for  All  Affected  by 
AIDS.  7:30pm.  at  the  Church  of  Our  Savior.  25 
Monmouth  St. 

Boston  ♦  Amity  Pierce  Buxton,  PhD,  will  discuss 
her  book  “The  Other  Side  of  the  Closet:  Straight 
Spouses  of  Gays  *  Lesbians."  Sponsored  by  Gay 
Fathers  of  Greater  Boston.  Info:  742-7897. 


Cambridge  ♦  Lesbians  20-somethlng  discuss 
political  awareness.  8:00pm.  $1.  DOB, 

OldCambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Boston  ♦  Buddy  Program  Orientation.  An 
orientation  will  be  held  at  the  AIDS  ACTION 
Committee  offices  at  7:30pm.  131  Clarendon  St. 
Info:  437-6200  X450. 

New  York  ♦  ‘Lasting  Impressions:  Women  with 
Tattoos"  an  exhibition  of  photography  presented  by 
The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Services  Center 
National  Museum  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  History. 
Reception  for  the  photographers  6:00-8:00pm. 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  ServicesCenter,  208 
W.  13th  St.  Info:  (212)  620-7310. 

23  Wednesday 

Cambridge  ♦  “Self  Esteem:  Empowering  Young 
Women'  a  workshop  sponsored  by  the  Planned 
Parenthood  League  of  Mass.  3:00-6:00pm.  at  99 
Bishop  Alien  Drive.  $30.  Pre-registration  is  strongly 
encouraged.  Info:  Jennifer  Davis  492-0518. 

Boston  ♦  The  Greater  Boston  Business  Council 
dinner  meeting.  7:00pm.  Admission  is  $15  for 
GBBCmembers,  and  $22  for  non-members. 
Reservations  required.  For  reservations  call  the 
GBBC  24hour  Hotline  446-7872. 

Boston  ♦  The  Flirtations  at  Club  Cabaret.  8:00pm. 
209  Columbus  Ave.  Also  10/24  &  10/25.  Info:  536- 
0966. 

Boston  ♦  “My  Sister  In  This  House*  by  Wendy 
Kesselman.  Presented  by  the  Emerson  Stage. 
Playing  through  the  26th  and  10/30-11/2.  All 
performances  are  at  8:00pm.  Admission  price  $8. 
Brimmer  Street  Studio  Theatre,  69  Brimmer  Street. 
Info:  578-8785. 

24  Thursday 

Cambridge  ♦  Cambridge  Lavender  Alliance. 
General  meeting  7:00-9:00pm.  At  Cambridge 
Rlndge  &  Latin  School,  Media  Cafeteria.  Info:  876- 
3874,  or  868-1693. 

Portland  ♦  Tim  McFeeley:  Executive  Director, 
Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund  will  speak  on  ‘The 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Agenda  in  the  1990’s'  7:30pm.  at 
the  Portland  Museum  of  Art.  Info:  (207)  657-2850. 

Cambridge  ♦  “The  Ideal  Husband"  by  Oscar  Wilde 
will  be  performed  at  the  Back  Alley  Theater,  ;1253 
Cambridge  St.  Through  11/30.  Tickets  $15.  Info: 
576-1253. 

Boston  ♦  JobFair  at  the  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community  Center.  1 1 :00am. -7:00pm.  Pre¬ 
registration  will  end  on  Oct.  18.  Info:  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St..  2nd  fl.,  Boston,  MA  02115,  247- 
2927. 

25  Friday 

Boston  ♦  “HIV  Status  and  the  Men  In  Our  Lives,"  a 
forum  presented  by  the  AIDS  ACTION  Committee. 
7:00-9:00pm.  at  the  John  Hancock  Hall,  180 
Berkeley  St.  Info:  437-6200  x  499. 

Boston  ♦  Liturgy  for  all  those  affected  by  AIDS. 
7:00pm  at  the  Paulist  Center,  5  Park  St. 

26  Saturday 

Attleboro  ♦  Halloween  potluck  sponsored  by  Triboro 
Triangles  will  be  held  at  an  Attleboro  farm.  Please 
bring  a  donation  and  RSVP  by  Oct.  20.  Info:  Triboro 
Triangle,  P.O.  Box  2751,  Attleboro  Falls,  MA  02763. 

Providence  ♦  “Men  Meeting  Men"  workshop 
sponsored  by  Rhode  Island  Project/AIDS.  10:00am- 
4:00pm.  Participants  must  register.  Info:  Derek  (410) 
831-5522.  Wheelchair  accessible. 

Boston  ♦  New  Speakers  Training  sponsored  by  the 
Gay,  Lesbian  &  Bisexual  Speakers  Bureau  of 
Boston.  10:00am-5:00pm.  at  the  University  of  MA 
Harbor  Campus,  Dorchester  Science  Center.  Info: 
Gary  354-0133. 

Springfield  ♦  Names  Project  AIDS  Memorial  Quilt 
Display.  Hours  from  10:00am.-7:00pm.  Opening 
Ceremonies  10:00-11 :00am.  at  Scibelll  Hall.  STCC 
Springfield.  Info:  Sonja  Larson  (413)  586-2016. 

Cambridge  ♦  “Haunting-  Ghost  Stories  for  the 
Brave  at  Heart"  by  master  storyteller,  Jennifer 
Justice.  8:00pm.  at  the  First  Congregational  Church, 
11  Garden  St.,  Harvard  Square.  Tickets  are  $10. 
Info:  776-4514. 

Atlanta  ♦  Native  American  Rm  &  Video  as  part  of 
the  Third  World  Rim  Festival.  Free  screenings  at 
2:00pm.  Info:  (404)  653-7146. 

Cambridge  ♦  Wild  Women  visit  Salem  Witches 
Museum.  Sponsored  by  DOB,  carpool  from 
Cambridge.  Info:  Steph  625-9551 . 

27  Sunday 

Boston  ♦  “A  Pilgrimage  for  Life  “  a  four  mile  walk. 
Reception  at  the  Second  Church  will  follow  the 
walk-‘A  Celebration  of  the  Spirit.'  Registration 
begins  at  1:30pm.  The  walk  starts  at  the  Second 
Church,  Mass.  Pke  and  Highland  St.  All  proceeds 
go  to  the  Interfalth  AIDS  Ministry  Direct  Services. 
Info:  969-8511 . 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Parents'  and  co-parents' 
group,  newly  forming.  1:00-3 :00pm.  DOB  at  the  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 
Info:  661-3633. 


Boston  ♦  “Caring  for  Someone  with  AIDS."  Free 
workshop  for  those  who  care  for  a  person  with  AIDS 
at  home.  6:30-9:30pm.  AIDS  ACTION  Committee. 
131  Clarendon  St.,  4th  fl.  Sponsored  by  AAC  and 
Dimock  Community  Health  Center.  Register  by  Oct. 
28.  Info:  437-6200  X  343. 

Kirkwood  ♦  “Dances,  dreams,  and  broken  glass: 
lesbian  poetry  and  fiction  at  alfa'  6:30pm.  at  the 
ALFA  House,  64  Clay  St.,  N.E.,  off  Boulevard  Drive. 
Info:  523-7455. 

Springfield  ♦  “AIDS  Coaction:  What  We  Need  to 
Know  and  Do'  a  public  education  seminar  on  the 
Springfield  College  campus.  Room  233,  Locklin  Hall 
7:00-9:00pm.  Info:  James  Genascl  (413)  788-3221. 

Boston  ♦  “The  Shadow  Box"  will  be  playing  at  the 
Triangle  Theater  Company  at  the  Paramount 
Penthouse  Theater,  58  Berkeley  St.,  8:00pm. 
Tickets  are  $15  except  the  first  Sat.  Press  Opening 
which  are  $25.  Playing  through  11/23.  Info:  426- 
3550. 

November 
2  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  “Taking  the  Test"  a  workshop  for  gay  men 
who  are  thinking  about  taking  the  HIV-antibody  test. 
Sponsored  by  the  AIDS  ACTION  Committee.  1:00- 
4:30pm.  at  131  Clarendon  St.,  4th  fl.  Info:  437-6200 
X  499. 

Boston  ♦  “The  Lost  Boys"  at  the  Friday  Night  Video 
Series  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  CommunityCenter. 
7:00pm.  $2.  338  Newbury  St.,  2nd  floor." 

Saturdays 

Boston  ♦  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  for  2  to  5-mi.  run  along  Charles.  gLockers  and 
showers  $1.00.  10am.  Also:  Tues.  11:45pm.  at 
MHC;  Wed.  6:45pm.  at  Hatch  gShell;  Sun.  3:00pm. 
at  Jamaica  Pond  Boathouse.  Info:  Sara  524-4025. 
Boston  ♦  “Two-Steppin'  for  AIDS"  Texas  Two- 
stepping  and  line  dancing  for  the  HIV  positive 
community  and  their  friends.  At  the  Boston  Living 
Center,  YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.,  7th  fl.Third 
Saturdays,  7:00-12:00pm.  Donations  go  to  direct 
services  for  people  with  AIDS.  Info:  236-1012. 

Cambridge  ♦  Single  Mothers’  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-in  group  with  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  11am-12:30  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Pink  Ramingos.  TV/TS  of  New  England.  4 
to  6p.m.  338  Newbury  St.,  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Boston  TV  ♦  PrideTIme — Boston  G/L  TV,  with 
Cynthia  Pape.  7:30  p.m.  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  Also  on  Cambridge 
Cable  Channel  19,  7  p.m.  Tuesdays,  and  on  other 
systems;  check  your  listings. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Women’s  Coffeehouse.  Musical 
entertainment,  usually.  8  p.m.  Crone's  Harvest,  761 
Centre  St.  $5  suggested  donation.  983-9530. 

Sundays 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY) 
Drop-In  Center.  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35 
Bowdoin.  (800)  42 BAGLY. 

Boston  ♦  Work  Issues  Support  Group.  2  to  4  p.m. 
G/L  Comm.  Ctr.,  338  Newbury  St. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Strikers  Soccer  Club.  Weekly 
novice  and  dub  scrimmages.  All  levels.  3  p.m.  Info: 
Erik  423-0929  or  Jeff  876-761 2. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Sports.  Magazine  Field, 
Memorial  Dr.  Spons.  by  DOB.  Softball  4  to  6  p.m.; 
volleyball  6  p.m.  HI  dark.  $1 .  Info:  Steph  625-9551 . 

Boston  ♦  Dignity  Mass.  Liturgy  followed  by  a  social 
hour.  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin 
St.  5:30  p.m.  536-6518. 

Boston  ♦  Narcotics  Anonymous.  L/GM.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St.  8  p.m.  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600AM. 
l0:30pm-2:30  a.m. 

Boston  ♦  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
work-outs  for  swimmers  of  all  abilities.  10:15.  Info: 
767-0449  or  282-3110. 

Mondays 

Boston  ♦  New  Support  Group  for  Recovering 
Women  with  HIV/AIDS.  Sponsored  by  Women,  Inc. 
Call  Magda  or  Christine  for  a  screening  Interview 
442-6166. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  12:25  p.m.  262-3456. 

Boston  ♦  Chiltem  Downhill  Skiing  Lessons.  Monday 
nights  at  Nashoba  Valley  ski  area.  Info:  Jim  843- 
3966. 

Dorchester  ♦  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church,  Mtg.  Hs.  Hill.  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats  8 
p.m. 

Boston  ♦  Queer  Nation  meets  1st  and  3rd  Mondays 
at  new  location.  Local  26.  62  Berkeley,  3rd  Floor. 
7:00pm. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network 
Coordinating  Comm.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St. 
247-2927. 


Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The  Women’s 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10  p.m.  354-8807. 

Cable  TV  ♦  "Between  Takes."  Often  a  g/l  slant  on 
events.  Boston  A3  Mondays  9:30  p.m.  Cambridge 
CCTV  Thursdays  8:30  p.m.  Rhode  Island 
Interconnect  A  Fridays  8:30  p.m.  Other  areas:  check 
listings. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (401)  461-4191. 

Boston  ♦  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center, 
YWCA.  140  Clarendon  St.  7  p.m.  49-ACTUP. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women's  Rap.  The 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7-8:30.  354-8807. 

Medford  Radio  ♦  “We  the  People" — with  feminist 
Sheila  Parks.  WMFO  91.5FM.  7-9a.m.  Tufts  U. 
radio. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  G/B  Men  and 
Their  Significant  Others.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m. 
(508)  755-3773. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Freedom  Trail  Band  Rehearsals.  No 
audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of  Art,  Longwood 
and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  266-0628. 

Wednesdays 

Boston  ♦  Women  In  the  Building  Trades  will  be 
offering  free  Introductory  workshops.  6:00-8:00pm 
from  10/30-12/4.  At  555  Amory  St.  Call  524-3010  to 
pre-register  or  for  Info. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY). 
Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6p.m.;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general  meeting  7:30p.m. 
(800)  42BAGLY. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Al-Anon.  Wheelchair 
accessible.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30 
to  8  p.m.  354-8807. 

Springfield  ♦  Names  Project  Meeting.  New  chapter 
with  weekly  quilting  meetings.  All  welcome.  Frontier. 
19  Pearl  St.  7  to  10  p.m.  (413)788-7459 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth  (SWAGLY).  Social  support  grp.  for  youths  22 
and  under.  7  to  9  p.m.  United  Congregational 
Church.  6  Institute  Road.  7  to  9  p.m.  (508)  755- 
0005. 

Bridgewater  ♦  S.  Shore  G/L  Alliance.  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
Bridgewater  Ctr.  Primarily  a  social  group  of  age  25+, 
but  all  welcome.  Info:  Glen  293-5183  or  Dave  294- 
0367. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are  in 
Substance  Abuse  Flecovery.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7:30  to  9 
p.m.  (508)  755-3773. 

Amherst  ♦  Queer  Nation  meets  6:00-7:00pm  at 
Bangs  Community  Center,  70  Bo  It  wood  Walt.  Info: 
P.O.  Box  202,  Hadley,  MA  01035  or  (413)  584-4213. 

Thursdays 

Boston  ♦  The  Boston  Monthly  HIV  Medical  Update. 
2nd  Thursday  of  each  month  at  7:30pm.  John 
Hancock  Conference  Center,  40  Trinity  Place  (near 
Copley  green  and  Back  Bay/South  End  Orange  T 
stations).  Info:  262-3456. 

Somerville  ♦  The  Thursday  Night  Dinner  Program 
offers  meals  to  PWA's  HIV+  and  friends  at  the 
Methodist  Church.  One  block  from  Davis  Square 
Red  Line  Station.  Info:  666-4130. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Boston  ♦  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee  —  for  the 
AIDS  Memorial  Quilt.  Sewing  supplies  and  support 
provided.  Boston  Living  Ctr.,  140  Clarendon  St.  7th 
fir.  7  to  9  p.m.  Info  451-9003. 

Portsmouth,  NH  ♦  Out  and  About.  A  lesbian  social 
and  support  group.  Info:  Keryn  (603)  749-5852. 

Provincetown  ♦  Positive  PWA  Coalition  Weekly  Rap 
Session.  7:30.  155  Bradford  St.  Peer  led.  (508)  487- 
3998. 

Boston  ♦  The  Group.  Discussion  and  social  hour. 
The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.  734-2076. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Ice  Hockey  Practices  and  Intersquad 
Scrimmages.  All  levels.  9  p.m.  Grtr  Bos.  rir*.  Into: 
John  350-6063,  Al  522-1408. 

Cambridge  ♦  GAMIT  Study  Break.  (GAMIT  =  Gays 
at  MIT.)  GAMIT  lounge,  room  50-306,  142  Memorial 
Dr. 

Fridays 

Watertown  ♦  GLOW:  G/L  of  Watertown.  395-4664. 

Boston  ♦  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come 
stuff  the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friends. 
GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.  5  p.m.  426-4469. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  At  The  Movies.  Boston  Living 
Center.  140  Clarendon  St.  Free.  7  p.m.  236-1012. 

Somerville  ♦  Swing  and  C/W  Dance  for  G/L/B.  8 
p.m.,  swing  and  two-step  lessons;  9  p.m.  to 
midnight,  dancing.  Smoke  /  alcohol  free,  juice  bar. 
Air  cond.  $5.  “On  Broadway,"  880  Broadway.  623- 
9532. 


"The  best  American  movie  of  the  Nineties! " 

-  Donald  Lyons,  FILM  COMMENT 


"★★★★!  Exceptional ...  so  delightfully  different  and  daring  that  it 
renews  your  faith. "  -  Marshall  Fine,  GANNETT  NEWS  SERVICE 
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FROM  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  DRUGSTORE  COWBOY 

MY  OWN  PRIVATE  IDAHO 

A  FILM  BY  GUS  VAN  SANT 

FINE  LINE  FEATURES  presents  RIVER  PHOENIX  KEANU  REEVES  i»“MY  OWN  PRIVATE  IDAHO" 
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606  COMMONWEALTH  AVI. 

424-1500 
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HARVARD  SQ. 

10  CHURCH  ST.  CAMBRIDGE 

864-4580 
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CLEVELAND  CIRCLE 

566-4040  _ 


No  Cover  on  Thursdays 
No  Cover  on  Fridays  and 
Saturdays  until  10:30 

randy  Dulfer  S  Funky  Stuff  Wednesday  •  October  50  •  9:00  pm  . 
Hot  Female  Sax  Player  who's  worked  with  Prince  and  the  EurythnW 

Tigressa  and  Adult  Children  of 
Heterosexuals  •  November  2  •  8:00pm 

Who  says  crime  doesn't  pay?  Come  to  indigo  Halloween  Night  and 
pay  your  debt  to  society,  wear  what  you  want,  hut  send  a  friend  to 
jail  to  benefit  "The  Cambridge  Women's  Center" 

indigo  would  like  to  thank  you  for  your  matronage  by  continuing 
our  Summer  Special  No  Cover  on  Thursdays  No  Cover  'til  10:30 
on  Fridays  s  Saturdays 

■  CAMBRIDGE,  MA.  Mi 

Thu  4pm-2am.  Fri  4pm-2am.  Sat  9pm-2am 
823  Main  Street.  Cambridge.  MA  617. 497. 7200 


Fifth  Annual  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Studies  Conference 

1-3  November  1991 
Rutgers  University, 

New  Brunswick,  NJ 

Sponsored  by 
Rutgers  University 
and 

Princeton  University 

Pre-registration 
by 

23  October: 

$15,  general; 

$5,  student 
(on-site 
registration 
will  be  higher) 

For  conference  information: 

LGS  Conference 
8  Bishop  Place 
New  Brunswick,  NJ  08903 
(908)932-8678 
FAX:  (908)  932-8683 

Outrageous  Desire 

An  Exhibition  of  Recent  Works  by 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Artists 

21  Oct.  -  8  Nov. 

Mason  Gross  School  of  the  Arts 
1 25  New  Street 

Opening  Reception:  Friday,  1  Nov. 
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